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About us: 
The Parish of Ringwood with Ellingham and Harbridge lies on the  

western edge of the New Forest and the south-western border of Hampshire. 
It is part of the Diocese of Winchester, in the Deanery of Christchurch, 

within the Church of England. 
 

Ringwood Parish is proud to be part of 
Ringwood Benefice 

 

 
 

What is Ringwood Benefice? 
Ringwood Benefice is a family of six Church of England churches, 

covering the communities of Ringwood, Poulner, Ellingham, Harbridge, 
Bisterne and St Leonards & St Ives.  

 

We share a common vision to 
'Discover Life & Make a Difference’ 

 

This vision seeks deepen our life together in Christ and our own 
personal discipleship and then to share this life across our 

communities, homes, and workplaces. 
 

We have four ‘big’ goals to live out our vision:  
 

Family 
Have a Toddler Group, Messy Church and All Age service in 

Ringwood, Poulner and St Leonards & St Ives.  
Worship 

Grow three new worshipping communities. 
Community 

Launch two social enterprises in Ringwood and Poulner that foster community. 
Ministry 

Revitalise, reimagine, and re-establish rural ministry.  
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Service information 

 
 
 

Sunday Worship 
Every Sunday 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion 
(Via CD/Service sheet, See page 11 for info) 

 

9.30am Sunday Service at the Church of St Peter & St Paul 
The first of two identical short Services of the Word 

 

10.30am Sunday Live – Online worship 
Premiered on Facebook and YouTube 

 

11am Sunday Service at the Church of St Peter & St Paul 
The second of two identical short Services of the Word 

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Sunday 13 September 
11.15am Matins at St Mary & All Saint’s Church, Ellingham 

 

Sunday 27 September 
9am Matins at All Saints Church, Harbridge  

 
---------------------------------------------------------- 

 

What’s on during the week 
 

Monday - 7.30am Morning Prayer 

Pray together using the CofE Daily Prayer App 
Download Zoom and enter the Meeting ID: 307-879-502 

Passcode 489898 
 

Tuesday - 2pm Thought for the Day 

Messages from the Ministry Team on Facebook 
 

Wednesday - 8.30am Benefice Prayer meeting 

Download Zoom and enter the Meeting ID: 842-5692-5855 
Passcode 489898 

 

Wednesday - 10.30am Service of Holy Communion 

Held at the Church of St Peter & St Paul 
 

Thursday - 7.30am Morning Prayer 

Pray together using the CofE Daily Prayer App 
Download Zoom and enter the Meeting ID: 307-879-502 

Passcode 489898 
 

There’s so much more on online: 
 

Find us on Facebook - facebook.com/ringwoodbenefice 
YouTube - Search for Ringwood Benefice 

Twitter - twitter.com/ringwoodcofe 
 

Sign up for our weekly newsletter at www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

See page 11 for the 
September series 

teaching & readings 
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The Parish of Ringwood 
with Ellingham and Harbridge 

www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Vicar - The Revd Matthew Trick 
The Vicarage, 65 Southampton Road, Ringwood BH24 1HE 

Tel: 01425 489898 Email: matthew.trick@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Associate Minister - The Revd Ian Whitham 
The Vicarage, 30 Pine Drive, St Ives, Ringwood BH24 2LN 

Tel: 01425 552180 Email: ian.whitham@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Minister-in-Training - Sandra Matthews 
Tel: 01425 489898 Email: sandra.matthews@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

 

Churchwarden - Jacqueline Brown 
Tel: 07894 106402 Email: jacqueline.brown@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

 

Churchwarden - Matthew Steele  
Tel: 07976 381133 Email: matthewsteele44@gmail.com 

 

 

Churches open for private prayer 
 

Ringwood Parish Church 
Monday to Sunday 10.00 - 16.00 

All Saints Church, Harbridge 
Sunday 09.30 - 12.30 

St John the Baptist, Poulner 
Sunday 10.00 - 12.00 

St Mary & All Saints Church, Ellingham 
Sunday 11.00 - 16.00 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ringwood Benefice Office 
 

Ringwood Benefice Office, Church of St Peter & St Paul, 
Market Place, Ringwood, BH24 1AW 

 

The office is currently closed to visitors however please call or email  
Samantha Swyer, Office Manager.  

9am-2.30pm Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 
 

Tel: 01425 489898 / Email: office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

http://www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk/
mailto:matthew.trick@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:ian.whitham@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:sandra.matthews@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:jacqueline.brown@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:matthewsteele44@gmail.com
mailto:office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
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Our Churches 
St Peter & St Paul, Ringwood, BH24 1AW 
Ringwood Parish Church stands in the 
centre of Ringwood Market Place and is an 
important town landmark. The current 
church is the third on the site. The first 
building was mentioned in the Domesday 
Book, so we know that by the year 1087 
there was a church on this site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Paul’s, Bisterne, BH24 3BN 
Located south of Ringwood and built in 
1853 for tenants of Bisterne Estate. The 
elegant interior is virtually unchanged from 
Victorian times, giving the church an 
intimate yet dignified feel. 

 

 
 

 

 

All Saints, Harbridge, BH24 3PS 
All Saints, Harbridge lies west of the village 
of Ibsley on the west bank of the River Avon 
and is approached by the picturesque 
Ibsley Bridge and the adjoining water 
meadows. There has been a church on this 
site since the mid-15th century. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Mary & All Saints, Ellingham, BH24 3PJ 
This is a thirteenth century church. 
Although largely stone built, St Mary's is 
entered through a charming early 18th 
century brick porch, with a large blue and 
gold sundial. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John the Baptist, Poulner, BH24 1TY 
Built in 1914 as a mission church for what 
has become the large residential 
community of Poulner. Today St John’s 
hosts a variety of family friendly services 
and activities.  
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Do you like to keep busy? 
Do you have a few hours to spare? 
If you would like to be a part of the Link team, we are 
currently looking for volunteers to help with 
distribution and advertising. 
 

If you are interested, please call 01425 489898 or 
email sam.swyer@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Praise to the Holiest in the height 
 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise, 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways. 
 

O loving wisdom of our God! 
When all was sin and shame, 
A second Adam to the fight 
And to the rescue came... 
 

And in the garden secretly, 
And on the cross on high, 
Should teach his brethren, and inspire 
To suffer and to die. 
 

Praise to the Holiest in the height, 
And in the depth be praise, 
In all his words most wonderful, 
Most sure in all his ways.... 
 
By John Henry Newman 

 

Good luck to all returning to school this month – You are in our prayers. 
 

Mother to young daughter after first day at school: 
“Well, dear, what did they teach you today?” 

 

Daughter: “Not much. I’ve got to go back again tomorrow.” 
 

Save the date! 
Our Annual Parochial Church Meeting 

(APCM) is due to be held on October 30th  
More details to follow 

mailto:sam.swyer@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
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Minister’s Missive. Revd Ian Whitham 
As I write this, I noted in the lectionary readings that this week 
we will be celebrating the life of someone called Florence 
Nightingale. Some of you may have heard of her but some may 
not, so who was she and what did she do during her lifetime for 
us to remember her and honour her life within our lectionary 
readings.  
 

Florence Nightingale (1820-1910), known as “The Lady with the 
Lamp,” was a British nurse, social reformer, and statistician best 
known as the founder of modern nursing. Her experiences as a 
nurse during the Crimean War were foundational in her views 
about sanitation. She established St. Thomas’ Hospital and the 
Nightingale Training School for Nurses in 1860. Her efforts to reform healthcare greatly 
influenced the quality of care in the 19th and 20th centuries. In other words, many people 
owe their lives to her including us, as if it had not been for her reforms within the nursing 
and medical professions so many more people would have died. 
 

She certainly transformed the world and made it a better place to live in and certainly 
deserves to be honoured and remembered for what she achieved in her life. However what 
is not always spoken about is her Christian faith, for it was that which motivated her to do 
the things that she did. In other words it was the transforming power of Jesus Christ in her 
life that motivated her and pushed her to transform the world around her for the better. 
 

On Sunday the 9th of August we celebrated and remembered the transfiguration of Jesus 
Christ which you can read about in Luke 9. 28-36. In this story we see Jesus Christ’s true Glory 
revealed to us. There is much that we could learn from this story, including that is affirms 
Jesus as the true Messiah. However, for me it reminds me of the transforming power of Jesus 
Christ upon people’s lives. For when someone becomes a Christian first and foremost, they 
are born again of the spirit and then God’s Holy Spirit comes in dwells within them, 
transforming their lives forever. You are never the same once you have met with the living 
Jesus Christ. What is more, like Florence Nightingale, because of the transformation within 
they will often change the world around them. Some in small ways and others in much more 
dramatic ways, such as William Wilberforce who campaigned against slavery and eventually 
won just before he died in 1833.  
 

As I finish this article there is one other thing in this story of Jesus’ transfiguration that is 
worthy of note and that is what God said to the disciples. He told them to listen to Jesus 
Christ. 
 

So, the challenge to me and us all is are we truly listening to Jesus and what he has to say to 
us through the bible and His Holy Spirit? Or do we allow other things to distract us and drown 
out Jesus’ voice. Who has the most influence over our lives? For it is only when we listen to 
God that we are able to truly transform ourselves and the world around us for the better.  
God bless, Ian. 
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Love Ringwood 
Community Drive-in 
Service 
On Sunday 23rd August, Churches 
Together held a community drive-in 
service in the long stay car park in 
Ringwood. With most churches in 
the town currently closed for public 
worship Revd Mike Shrubsole from 
Trinity United Church and Crowe Hill 
Methodist Church said beforehand 

that, 'Many of us are looking forward to an opportunity in which churches and community 
can share together our hope and confidence in future plans to restart public worship. This 
open-air event affirms that God is with us in every situation, through the lockdown and as 
we safely re-emerge.' 
 
After the event Adam Skirton, Pastor of Poulner Baptist Chapel said ‘We’ve had so much 
positive feedback from people inside an outside the churches, also from people inside and 
outside the car park. All the hard work has been worthwhile, and we had a lot of fun in the 
process! Thanks so much for all the prayerful and practical contributions to the service’. 
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Please pray for 
September 

 

1 St Giles of Provence – see page 10 
2 St William of Roskilde – see page 11 
3 Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome – see page 15 
4 Our clergy and ministers  
5 Our churchwardens and their deputies 
6 The Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity 
7 School pupils and staff as the new term begins 
8 The birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary – see page 12 
9 Our minister in training Sandra – see page 18 
10 World Suicide Prevention Day – see page 16 
11 Those in local care homes 
12 All taking part in Ride and Stride – see page 19 
13 The Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity 
14 Holy Cross Day – See page 14 
15 Our friends in Kinkiizi – see page 17 
16 Local nursery schools and playgroups 
17 All taking part in The Recovery Course – see page 17 
18 Our church committees 
19 Ringwood Carnival – Cancelled this year but hope for next 
20 The Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 
21 St Matthew – see page 16 
22 Farmers and rural workers during harvest 
23 All baptism families and Godparents 
24 All wedding couples  
25 All who are mourning 
26 All attending the Deanery Day today  
27 The Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity 
28 Wedding couples everywhere 
29 Michael and All Angels – see page 15 
30 Those suffering with unemployment 
 
 
 

The Churches linked with our Diocese 
The Archdiocese of Florence 
The Church in Burma - The Holy Cross Theological College 
Our Deanery Link 
The Diocese of Kinkiizi, Uganda, Bishop Dan 
Our Mission Partners 
The Parish of St Peter and St Luke, Wallsend, Rector Fr David Sudron 
Philip Bingham’s work for the Church Mission Society 
Talitha Kumi School, Bethlehem 

 

 

 

Those who live in 
 

Nursery Road  
Oak Lane  
Old Barn Close  
Old Farm Close  
Old Stacks Gardens  
Orchard Close  
Orchard Mead  
Orchard Mount  
Padget Road  
Parkside  
Parsonage Barn Lane  
Peddlars Walk  
Pelican Mead  
Pilgrims Park  
Pipers Ash  
Poplar Crescent  
Poplar Way  
Poulner Hill  
Poulner Park  
Pound Close  
Queensway  
Quomp  
Raleigh Close  
Redwood Close  
Riverside 
Ross Road  
Rowan Close  
Salisbury Road  
Sanderlings  
School Lane  



Ringwood Link 10 September 2020 

September 1st: St Giles of Provence 
helping those damaged by life 
St Giles was an immensely popular saint in the Middle Ages, 
and no wonder: he was the patron saint of cripples. In those 
days, there were many people who, once injured, were never 
really whole again. Even today, a serious injury – either 
physical, mental or emotional, can leave us damaged for 
months, years or even longer. At such times, we too find 
inspiration in others who, though also damaged by life, have 
not been overwhelmed. 
 

St Giles was probably born in Provence, southern France early 
in the 7th century. The 10th century Legenda Aurea (Golden 
Legend) tells us he lived as a holy hermit deep in the forest of 
Nimes, near the mouth of the Rhone. A hind, or Red Deer, was 
his only companion. Then one day, while out hunting, King 
Wamba spotted the deer, and pursued it. The hind fled back 
to St Giles for protection. King Wamba shot an arrow which 
missed the deer but pierced the saint who was protecting it. 
Thus, the king encountered the saint. The saint’s acceptance 
of his injury, and his holiness greatly impressed the king, who 
conceived a great admiration for St Giles. 

 

In the end, much good came out of the original harm of the encounter, for the king built St 
Giles a monastery in his valley, Saint-Gilles-du-Gard. The little monastery was put under the 
Benedictine rule and became a source of blessing for the area roundabout. In later years, St 
Giles’ shrine would become an important pilgrimage centre on the route for both Compostela 
and the Holy Land, as well as in its own right. 

 

There is a further story connected with St Giles. Another legend tells how an emperor sought 
forgiveness from him for a sin so terrible he dared not even confess it. While St Giles said 
Mass, he saw written for him by an angel the nature of the sin in question. But his prayers 
for the emperor were so effective that the letters naming the sin faded away. As Christians, 
we know that the Bible urges us to pray for others, no matter how hopelessly bad they seem, 
because Christ’s mercy and forgiveness are extended to everyone who truly turns to Him and 
repents. 
 

St Giles, the crippled saint who helped others find wholeness with God, became patron saint 
of cripples, lepers and nursing mothers. In England 162 ancient churches are dedicated to 
him, as well as at least 24 hospitals. The most famous of these are St Giles in Edinburgh and 
St Giles in Cripplegate, London. In art, St Giles is represented as either a simple abbot with 
staff, or protecting the hind, or saying the Mass, and thus interceding for the emperor. 
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2nd September: St William of Roskilde 
Standing up for social justice 
Here is a saint for anyone who thinks Christian leaders should 
stand up for justice – even at the risk of angering secular powers. 
 

It all began when William was an English priest serving as 
chaplain to Canute, king of England, (1016-35), who decided to 
visit Scandinavia. William went along, and was so shocked by the 
ignorance, idolatry and superstition that he stayed on to help 
preach the Gospel. Eventually he became bishop of Roskilde 
(Zeeland), working tirelessly among the people as a beloved 
pastor. 
 

But William’s main challenge came in his determination to 
improve the conduct of the king, Sweyn Estridsen. The king had 
had some criminals killed without trial and in a church, violating 
sanctuary. William then forbade him to enter the church next 
day until he was absolved from the guilt of shedding blood 
unjustly. Courtiers drew their swords, and William showed 
himself ready to die. Instead, Sweyn confessed his crime and 
donated land to Roskilde church as a peace-offering. 
Thenceforward until the king’s death Sweyn and William worked 
together to foster Christianity in Scandinavia. 
 

 

BCP Holy Communion CDs available 
A CD containing a spoken service of the Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion Service 
along with a printed copy of the service, collect, and readings for each Sunday is available.  
 

To receive one, please email Revd Terry Roberts at revdterryroberts@talktalk.net or 
telephone 01425 471206.  
 

 
This September’s series teaching 

The Rise, Fall & Renewal of the People of God 
 

September 6: Joshua 24:1-28 
A Country Settled: Moses, Joshua and the Land of Milk and Honey. 

September 13: 2 Samuel 7 
A Kingdom Established: Saul, David and the True Meaning of Kingship 

September 20: 1 Kings 11:7-13,29-39 
A Nation Divided: Israel, Judah and the Cost of Going Astray 

September 27: 2 Kings 25:1-21 
A People Scattered: Invasion, Exile and the Destruction of the Temple of God 

mailto:revdterryroberts@talktalk.net
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8th September: 
The Nativity of  
the Blessed  
Virgin Mary 

In both eastern and 
western Churches, Mary 
has always been held as 
pre-eminent among all the 
saints. The unique, 
extraordinary privilege of 
being the mother of the 
One who was both God 
and Man, makes her 
worthy of special honour.  
 

The gospels of Matthew and Luke give Mary most mention. Luke even tells the story of Jesus’ 
infancy from Mary’s point of view. Her Song, or Magnificat appears in Luke 1:46-55. 
 

The virginal conception of Christ is clearly stated in the gospels. But after Jesus’ birth, Mary 
fades quietly into the background. During Jesus’ public life, she is mentioned only 
occasionally, as at the wedding at Cana. She reappears at the foot of the Cross (John’s 
Gospel), and is given into John’s care. In the early chapters of Acts, Mary is with the Apostles, 
and received the Holy Spirit along with them on Whitsunday. But her role was not the active 
one of teaching and preaching. 
 

Mary’s significance grew with the centuries. By the fifth century she was called Theotokos, 
The Mother of God, and from the seventh century onwards, she was given four festivals: the 
Presentation in the Temple (2nd February), the Annunciation (25th March), the Assumption 
(15th August) and her Nativity (8th September). 
 

Marian devotion has played an enormous role in the church down the years. Mary has been 
the object of countless prayers, accredited with performing many miracles, and the subject 
of thousands of artistic endeavours. She has had hundreds of chapels or parish churches 
named after her. During the Reformation many images of Mary were destroyed. The Second 
Vatican Council 1962 made an extended statement on her, stressing her complete 
dependence on her Son, and regarding her as a model of the Church. 
 

Principal Marian shrines of today include Lourdes (France), Fatima (Portugal), Walsingham 
(England), Loreto (Italy), Czesochowa (Poland) and Guadalupe (Mexico). 
 

 
Sign up for our weekly newsletter at  

www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
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Social distancing in church  
Please be aware that churches must adhere 
to the same social distancing regulations as 
other public settings and that for 'Track and 
Trace' reasons we are required to take the 
name and contact telephone number of all 
who attend. These details will be kept 
securely and destroyed after 21 days. 
 

The Church of England has confirmed that, just as face coverings are currently mandatory on 
public transport and in a range of indoor venues, they are now mandatory in places of 
worship and church halls. While there are some exemptions, this is a legal requirement. 
Please remember that they are mainly intended to protect other people, not the wearer, 
from COVID-19 and that they are not a replacement for physical distancing and regular hand 
washing. 
 

 

Return to office working  

From Monday 7th September, staff will begin to return to work from the Benefice Office and 
it will again become a facility for church officers and ministers too. However, in line with 
Government and Church of England COVID-19 guidelines, the office will not be open for 
visitors. It will be open only for those who have essential business which cannot be done any 
other way. Please only attend by prior appointment. Face coverings must be worn at all times 
in the communal areas of the office and everyone coming to the office must sign in and 
sanitise their hands upon arrival. Kitchen facilities will not be available. These arrangements 
are essential to ensure the safety of our staff and ministers which is our top priority.   
 

 

Giving  

If like me, you are used to giving from the pews on a 
Sunday morning, you will have found it a little more 
difficult to give since lockdown began. It has not been 
as simple as usual, but we now have a way to give easily 
to an individual church, either as a one-off or a regular 
payment. Visit our website ringwoodbenefice.org.uk or 
contact the office to find out how. 

 

 
Prayer is not about doing lots and lots of things, but clearing the space for God to be there. 

Rowan Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury 
 
 

http://www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk/
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14th September: Holy Cross Day 
On Holy Cross Day the Church celebrates the Cross as a 
symbol of triumph, as the sign of Christ’s victory over 
death. Holy Cross Day goes right back to 14 September 
335, and we have the mother of a Roman Emperor to 
thank for it. 
 

Helena was a devout Christian, and after her son, 
Constantine, was converted, they agreed that she should 
travel from Rome to Israel, and seek out the places of 
special significance to Christians. 
 

Of course, much of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the 
Romans around 135 AD. But even so, Helena finally located 

what she believed to be the sites of the Crucifixion and of the Burial (and modern 
archaeologists think she may well be correct). The sites were so close together that she built 
one large church over them – the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. 
 

That church, built in honour of the Cross, was dedicated on 14 September 335. 

 

The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since early times. Tertullian, writing his De 
Corona (3:2) around AD 211, noted that Christians seldom did anything significant without 
making the sign of the cross. 
 

What is its significance? Well, people often put their initials or some sort of personal mark 
on something to show that it belongs to them. The Cross is the personal mark of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and we mark it on ourselves as a sign that we belong to him. Even in the book 
of Revelation, we read that the servants of God are ‘sealed’ or ‘marked’ on their foreheads 
as a sign that they are His. 
 

A preacher once put it this way:  if you were explaining to someone how to make a cross, you 
would say: “Draw an I.” That is you standing before the Lord, saying, ‘here I am’. Then cancel 
that vertical stroke with a horizontal stroke – as if to say: “Lord, I abandon my self-will and 
make you the centre of my life instead. I abandon myself to your love and service.” 

 

On Holy Cross Day, we recall Jesus’ wonderful promise: “And when I am lifted up, I will draw 
all men unto me.”  (John 12:32) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who has made 
public worship possible.  

 

If it weren’t for our hard-working 
Churchwarden, deputies and volunteers 

we would not have been able to open 
our doors again. Thank you! 

 

Thank you!
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3rd September: St Gregory the Great 
The man who saved the ‘angels’ 
Pope Gregory never called himself ‘the Great’, but 
instead ‘the Servant of the Servants of God’. 
Nevertheless, Gregory was one of the most important 
Popes and influential writers of the Middle Ages. The son 
of a very rich Roman senator, he left the service of the 
State upon his conversion as a young man. Gregory then 
sold off his tremendous estates to found six monasteries 
in Sicily and a seventh in Rome, and gave generously to 
the poor. He became a monk and adopted an austere 
lifestyle. But he was destined to be a frustrated monk, 
because successive Popes kept appointing him to jobs 
with major public responsibilities. 

 

Christians in England owe him a great deal. When Gregory came across some English slaves 
for sale in Rome, he asked who they were, and was told, ‘They are Angles.’ Moved with 
compassion for these humiliated and despised men, he replied, ‘They are not Angles, but 
angels!’ He wanted to lead a band of missionaries to England to evangelise the Angles, but 
then plague broke out in Italy, and during this time he was elected Pope. Reluctantly he 
accepted, and then sent to work to deal with the crises facing Christendom: plague, floods, 
famine, and a Lombard invasion. But busy though Gregory was, he did not forget the Angles. 
He sent Augustine to England, and so indirectly became the apostle of the English. 
 

 

29th September: Michael and All Angels 
St Michael is an archangel, whose name means ‘who is like unto God?’ He makes various 
appearances throughout the Bible, from the book of Daniel to the Book of Revelation. In 
Daniel, he is ‘one of the princes’ of the heavenly host, and the special guardian of Israel. In 
Revelation, he is the principal fighter of the heavenly battle against the devil. From early 
times, St Michael’s cult was strong in the British Isles. Churches at Malmesbury (Wiltshire), 
Clive (Gloucestershire) and Stanmer (East Sussex) were dedicated to him. Bede mentions 
him. St Michael’s Mount in Cornwall was believed to commemorate a vision there in the 8th 
century. By the end of the Middle Ages, St Michael had 686 English churches dedicated to 
him. 
 
In art St Michael is often depicted as slaying the dragon, as in the 14th century East Anglican 
Psalters, or in Epstein’s famous sculpture at Coventry Cathedral. He is also found (in medieval 
art) as weighing souls, as at Chaldon (Surrey), Swalcliffe (Oxon.), Eaton Bishop (Hereford and 
Worcester), and Martham in Suffolk. St Michael’s most famous shrine in western Europe is 
Mont-Saint-Michel, where a Benedictine abbey was founded in the 10th century. The ‘All 
Angels’ bit of this feast-day was added in 1969 when Gabriel and Raphael were included in 
with St Michael. 
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10th September: World Suicide Prevention day 
Suicide prevention remains a universal challenge. The World Health Organization estimates 
that over 800,000 people take their own life each year – that’s one person every 40 seconds.  
 
What is World Suicide Prevention Day? 
Every year, organisations and communities around the world come together to raise 
awareness of how we can create a world where fewer people die by suicide. Each year has a 
different theme and focus, to bring to light a specific aspect of suicide prevention. This year, 
the theme for World Suicide Prevention day is 'Working Together to Prevent Suicide.' 
When is it? 
World Suicide Prevention Suicide Day is always on 10th September. 
Why is it important? 
In 2018, in the UK and Republic of Ireland, more than 6,800 people died of suicide. Every life 
lost to suicide is a tragedy. And we know that suicide is preventable, it’s not inevitable. But 
not being okay is still widely stigmatised. And governments can still make better, more 
ambitious plans to prevent suicide. 
What to do if you're not feeling okay. 
You can get in touch about anything that’s troubling you, no matter how large or small the 
issue feels. Contact the Samaritans free on 116 123. They are there to listen with no 
judgement, no pressure, and help you work through what's on your mind. They will never tell 
you what to do. 
 
Contact Mind on 0300 123 3393 to ask about: mental health problems, where to get help 
near you, treatment options and advocacy services. 
 
More information can be found at: www.nhs.uk 
 

 

21st September: St Matthew 
Matthew was one of 12 apostles. But he began as a publican 
i.e. a tax-collector of Jewish race who worked for the 
Romans, before he left all at the call of Christ. From earliest 
times, he was regarded as the author of the first of the four 
Gospels. The Gospel of Matthew is in correct, concise style, 
very suitable for public reading.   
 
His usual emblem as an evangelist is a man, because his 
genealogy emphasised the family ties of Christ. In art, he 
has been represented as either an evangelist or as an 
apostle. As an evangelist, he has been depicted sitting at a 
desk, writing his gospel with an angel holding the inkwell. In 

the Middle Ages he was even given a pair of spectacles. Matthew was martyred by a sword 
or a spear, some think in Ethiopia. 
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Our partner diocese of 
Kinkiizi in Uganda need 
your help 

Bishop Dan has written asking 
whether we might be able to help 
the Church there provide a pack 
with basic supplies of rice, beans, 
flour and soap for the neediest 
people. Of course it is hard for us in 
the UK too, but if you were able to 
donate even a small amount it 
would make such a difference to 
our fellow Christians in Kinkiizi. 
 

Just £5 would buy a pack of supplies 
for one family to help them through this crisis. Please give what you can. The Deanery Synod 
Kinkiizi Account can accept internet transfers and the details are: ‘Christchurch Deanery 
Synod Kinkiizi Account’ NatWest Bank sort code: 52 21 34 Account no: 25750607. Please 
reference your donation COVID-19. If you would like to post a cheque, please email Gill 
Tybjerg at gilltybjerg@btinternet.com or Gary Philbrick at rectory@avp-benefice.org.uk for 
the address details.  
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A day in the life of… 
Minister in training Sandra Matthews 
 

Is there such a thing as a typical day for you? If so, 
what's it like? As a trainee minister my days tend to be 
a mixture of academic study and practical activities. 
They all however follow a routine, a rhythm, that starts 
with quiet prayer and dog walking and finish with quiet 
stillness, when I hand the day and all its events back to 
God. The events of the day vary enormously, so 
flexibility is crucial. 
 

How did you end up doing what you do? I’ve had a 
sense of calling to ordained ministry since my student 
days, but it’s only in the last few years that 

circumstances have come together to enable me to follow this. Prior to that, I’d spent most 
of my career in education. 
 

What motivates you?  
Coming from a strongly atheistic and anti-Christian background, I long to see people with 
little or no understanding of Christianity accept the reality of Jesus as the Son of God. Equally, 
I want to support people who have faith, to continue their journeys of faith, and blossom into 
the people God is calling them to be. 
 

What’s the one thing that can make the difference between a good day and a bad one? 
Being able to serve and help others. 
 

Where’s the most interesting place you’ve been?   
Jerusalem. It’s where I was converted. I walked on the 2,000-year-old steps that was the path 
condemned prisoners walked on, to the cells where they were held and flogged. As an atheist 
it broke my cynical, unbelieving heart. 
 

How do you relax?  
Dog walking, strolling on the beach, baking, reading fictional historic whodunnits. 
 

Which living person do you most admire and why? 
A Nigerian schoolgirl called Leah. A few years ago, she and many girls in her village were 
abducted by Islamic Extremists. The extremists refuse to release Leah because she won’t 
renounce her Christian faith and convert to Islam. I find her courage and strength of faith 
incredible, particularly as she’s still only 18. 
 

What is your most treasured possession? 
Sentimental value: my engagement and wedding rings. Practical value: my SatNav as I have 
NO sense of direction! 
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What keeps you awake at night? 
Late night meetings as I find it difficult to ‘switch off’ quickly. 
 

What’s the best part of your role? 
Helping people understand more about God and His love for them. The privilege of coming 
alongside people and sharing with them the highs and lows of their lives. 
 

 

Messy Church is Online  
We usually have three Messy Churches per month 
in the Benefice however due to COVID-19 we are 
unable to meet in person. Instead, the Messy 
Church teams have worked hard (and had a lot of 
fun) making videos, which you can watch on our 
YouTube channel. 
 

It's still Messy Church, just online. So grab a snack 
and a drink and enjoy! 

 

Once it is safe to meet up again we will be in contact to let you know when we can meet at 
Ringwood Parish Church, All Saints, St Leonards & St Ives and St John’s Hall, Poulner. We are 
looking forward to seeing you again! 
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All in the month of September 
400 years ago, on 6th September 1620, 102 English Puritans (now known as the Pilgrims) set 
sail aboard the Mayflower from Plymouth for a new life in America. After a perilous journey 
they landed in what is now Provincetown Harbour, Cape Cod, Massachusetts on 11th 
November. They had intended landing in Virginia, but were unable to reach it because of 
heavy seas. 
 
150 years ago, on 20th September 1870, Rome was captured. Italian forces defeated the 
Papal States and captured the city of Rome at the end of the wars of Italian Unification. The 
Papal States were dissolved. Rome was annexed, and it became the capital of Italy in 1871. 
 
125 years ago, on 28th September 1895, Louis Pasteur died. This French biologist, 
microbiologist and chemist was one of the main founders of the field of medical 
microbiology. Best known for originating the pasteurization of foodstuffs to eliminate micro-
organisms that cause disease. Pasteur saved the French beer, wine and silk industries and 
developed vaccines against anthrax and rabies. 
 
65 years ago, on 22nd September 1955, Britain’s first independent television channel, ITV, 
was launched. It ended the BBC’s monopoly. Regional franchises were rolled out across the 
whole country by 1965.   
 
60 years ago, on 27th September 1960, Sylvia Pankhurst, suffragette leader, died. 
 
50 years ago, on 19th September 1970, the first Glastonbury Festival was held, at Worthy 
Farm near Pilton, Somerset. About 1,500 people attended (compared to 135,000 today). It 
became an annual event from 1981 and is now the world’s largest greenfield festival. The 
first festival was billed as the Pilton Pop, Blues & Folk Festival. 
 
40 years ago, on 22nd September 1980, the Solidarity movement was created in Poland, with 
Lech Walesa as its leader. It was the first independent trade union in the Soviet bloc. 
 
25 years ago, on 3rd September 1995, the auction site eBay was founded (as AuctionWeb). 
 
15 years ago, on 24th September 2005, the IRA decommissioned its last remaining weapons 
in front of independent inspectors. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

St John’s Church Hall 
Available for hire 

 

To make a booking contact  
The Benefice Office 

 

Ellingham Church Hall 
Available for hire 

 

To make a booking contact 
ehamchurch@gmail.com 
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Fundraising success at 
All Saints Church, Harbridge.  
Great endeavours are being made to raise 
money for All Saints Church, Harbridge to 
help pay for their church running expenses 
during COVID-19 where there has been a 
lack of church collections.  
 
The latest example of this is that they 
made the most of being open between 
9.30am and 12.30pm last Sunday, by 
offering not only private prayer but by also 
inviting a guest organist, Mrs Ann Martyn 
to play for an hour. In doing so they raised 
a total of £300. 
 
With all church doors closed for months 
and fundraising events cancelled, we must 
find new ways to raise money. This was a 
wonderfully simple way of raising funds, 
the community of Harbridge have set an 
example that we should all follow.  

 
What can you do to raise funds for your 

local church today? 
 

v 
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COVID-19 survivor says Daily 
HOPE line “strengthened me” 
One of the callers, Catherine, in her early 
fifties, has given permission to share her 
story. Catherine is an NHS Occupational 
Therapist in Chesterfield who lives alone, 
having been widowed 13 years ago. With 
the “horrendous” experience of 
contracting the coronavirus herself, 
compounded by the shock of learning of 
the tragic deaths of several of her patients 

to COVID-19 on her return to work, she shares: “I was feeling that I needed some support” 
and “then I heard about Daily HOPE.” 
Calling DailyHOPE soon “became a daily habit” for Catherine, explaining, it “strengthened me 
and prepared me for the day ahead” and would “focus my thoughts, even in the worst of my 
COVID fatigue on something eternal and greater.” 
If you know someone, like Catherine, who would benefit from Daily HOPE, it continues to be 
available 24 hours a day on: 0800 804 8044. Callers hear a greeting from the Archbishop 
before being able to choose from options including hymns, prayers, reflections and advice 
on COVID-19. The service continues to be updated with new material – this month, with 
mental health reflections, voiced by Pam Rhodes. 
 

 

Mental health and COVID-19 
It is important to be as kind and patient as possible with other people this autumn. COVID-
19 has turned many millions of lives upside-down, and the resulting distress, anxiety, fear, 
grief and economic meltdown means that now widespread mental illness is inevitable, so 
says the new president of the Royal College of Psychiatrists. 
 
Dr Adrian James warns of ‘multiple layers’ to the fallout from the pandemic, both for people 
with pre-existing mental health conditions and also for those who have never suffered 
before. NHS front-line staff will need support, while those who have had a serious case of 
COVID-19 may suffer anything from post-traumatic stress disorder to a full-blown psychosis.  
 
Dr James says: “There will be very significant mental illness consequences of COVID-19, and 
we need to be ready.” 
 
Meanwhile, up to one in five Britons may have contemplated self-harming during lockdown, 
according to some separate research by University College London. You can read more about 
the services available to those in need on page 16.  
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Something for Everyone!  
Due to the restrictions currently in place these groups are not currently taking place. We look 
forward to these resuming when safe to do so.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Church at the Market Plays  
Toddler group for 0-5s & their 
parents/carers 
Thursdays during term time 9.15-11.00am  
Parish Church - Sue - 474982 

Church Choirs 
Join in and worship in song! 

Parish Church Sunday 10.30 
Practice Friday 7.00pm 
Barbara N - 07789 664888 
 

Ellingham Sunday 11.15am 
Practice Monday 4.15pm 
Barbara S - 654071 

Diddy Dunkers 
Toddler group with soft play 
Mondays during term-time 9.00-11.00am 
St John’s Church Hall - Peter J - 477433 
 

Messy Church 
Fun for all the family. 
Crafts, songs,  
bible stories and food! 
 

Last Sunday of every month 4pm-5.30pm 
St John’s Church - Peter J 477433 
 

First Tuesday of every month 3.30-5.15pm 
Parish Church - Office 489898 

Reboot AM 
Youth Group for  
10-16 year-olds 
2nd & 4th Sunday of month 
Parish Church 10.30am – Office 489898 

Beginners’ Guitar Club 
Ages 7+, bring your own guitar 
and an adult 
Saturdays during term time 9.20-10am 
Parish Church - Kevin 473411 

Friends of Ringwood Parish Church 
Help raise funds through social  
events  
Parish Church - Peter G 402028 

Wednesday coffees 
Come and meet friends,  
or help to serve 
9am-12noon, Parish Church  
Marjorie 470192 

Julian Meeting 
Share a time of silence and peace  
Third Tuesday of the month 
Parish Church Choir Vestry 2pm - 489898 

Mothers’ Union 
Supporting family 
life worldwide 
www.mothersunion.org 
2nd Tuesday of the month - Sue 474982 

Flower arranging 
Keep our churches beautiful 
Eve (St John’s) - 470651 
Office (Parish Church) - 489898 
Patricia (Ellingham) - 473873 

Bell Ringing 
Learn the excitement of ringing  
the big tower bells!  
Wednesday evening practice 
Parish Church - Emma - 478217 

Study Groups - Learn more about our faith with others in an informal setting - 489898 
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Who’s Who 
Clergy, Churchwardens, and Benefice Office listed on page 4 
Licensed Lay Ministers 
Mrs Elizabeth Loving          
Mr Peter Jackson  
Mr Derick Potter  
Mr Richard Powell 
Mr Stephen Wood 
Mrs Ruth Freeman  
Mr Richard Emblin 
Deputy and Assistant Churchwardens 
Mr Kevin Jones (St Peter & St Paul)        01425 473411 
Miss Jan Pankhurst (St Peter & St Paul)         
Chris Johnson (St John the Baptist)       01425 511459 
Mr Michael Lingam-Wilgoss (Ellingham)      01425 477373  
Mrs Diana White (Ellingham)    
Mrs Vanessa Linda (Harbridge)  
 

PCC Treasurer     Roger Dewar   01425 483622 
Stewardship Adviser    Matthew Steele  07976 381133 
Electoral Roll Officer    Lin Lloyd   01425 489898 
Mothers’ Union     Sue Brinkman  01425 474982 
Health & Safety Officer    Paul Gray   01425 461341 
Safeguarding Officer    Elizabeth Loving  01425 489898 
Parish Data Controller    Sam Swyer   01425 489898 
The Friends of Ringwood Parish Church Peter Goodwin  01425 402028 
St John’s Hall Bookings    Benefice Office  01425 489898 
Ellingham Hall Bookings    ehamchurch@gmail.com 
Organist & Choir Leader 
 St Peter & St Paul    Gill Tyberg   01425 489898 
 Ellingham & Harbridge   Barbara Strong   01425 654071 
Verger, St Peter & St Paul   Colin Hale   01425 476235 
Verger, St Mary & All Saints   Lindsay Burtenshaw 01202 814698 
Tower Captain     Emma McNally  01425 478217 
 

 
Ringwood Link © Ringwood Parochial Church Council 
Editor       Sam Swyer   01425 489898 
Advertising and distribution   Vacant – Please contact us if you can help 
Proofreader      J.N. Swyer 
 

Copy deadline 15th of the month preceding publication. 
Additional material by subscription to ‘Parish Pump’ & ‘CartoonChurch’ 

Legal liability is not accepted for any misstatements, errors, or omissions. 
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers or Editor. 
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From the Parish Registers 
Funerals - July 2020 
We commend into God’s hands 
14th Rosemarie Sherwood aged 76 
24th Tom Steel aged 82 
30th Jessamine Eileen Manning aged 80 
 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, 
either by death or life: 
hear our prayers and thanksgivings 
for all whom we remember this day; 
fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heidi Lund and Rob Goff are here to offer guidance and 
support as Eden Funeral Directors. As a truly 
independent, family run funeral director, we offer help 
to families in Hampshire, Dorset and across the 
New Forest. 
 
We are confident to deliver the very best personalised 
and individual service, providing care and advice 
whenever needed and putting our clients’ needs at the  
very forefront of all we do. 
 

Reach us by telephone 24 hours a day, every day, 
or visit the office 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday. 

Telephone 01425 837080 - Email office@edenfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
Rose Cottage, Castleman Way, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 3BA 

There is a Book of Remembrance in Ringwood Parish Church. 

If you would like the name of a loved one entered in the book, please 
contact the office, or pick up a form in church. 

mailto:office@edenfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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MILLERS ANTIQUES 
 

Netherbrook House 
86 Christchurch Road 
Ringwood BH24 1DR 

Telephone: 01425 472062 
mail@millers-antiques.co.uk 

www.millers-antiques.co.uk 
 

Large stocks of antiques and accessories 
displayed in extensive Georgian showrooms 

Furniture restoration undertaken 
Member of LAPADA 

 

http://www.millers-antiques.co.uk/

