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About us: 
The Parish of Ringwood with Ellingham and Harbridge lies on the  

western edge of the New Forest and the south-western border of Hampshire. 
It is part of the Diocese of Winchester, in the Deanery of Christchurch, 

within the Church of England. 
 

Ringwood Parish is proud to be part of 
Ringwood Benefice 

 

 
 

What is Ringwood Benefice? 
Ringwood Benefice is a family of six Church of England churches, 

covering the communities of Ringwood, Poulner, Ellingham, Harbridge, 
Bisterne and St Leonards & St Ives.  

 

We share a common vision to 
'Discover Life & Make a Difference’ 

 

This vision seeks deepen our life together in Christ and our own 
personal discipleship and then to share this life across our 

communities, homes, and workplaces. 
 

We have four ‘big’ goals to live out our vision:  
 

Family 
Have a Toddler Group, Messy Church and All Age service in 

Ringwood, Poulner and St Leonards & St Ives.  
Worship 

Grow three new worshipping communities. 
Community 

Launch two social enterprises in Ringwood and Poulner that foster community. 
Ministry 

Revitalise, reimagine, and re-establish rural ministry.  
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Service information 

 

Sunday Worship 
8.30am BCP Holy Communion 

(Via CD/Service sheet, See page 11 for info) 
 

9.30am Sunday Service at the Church of St Peter & St Paul 
The first of two identical short Services of the Word 

 

10.30am Sunday Live – Online worship 
Premiered on Facebook and YouTube 

 

11am Sunday Service at the Church of St Peter & St Paul 
The second of two identical short Services of the Word 

 
 

What’s on during the week 
 

Monday 
7.30am Morning Prayer 

Pray together using the CofE Daily Prayer App 
Download Zoom and enter the Meeting ID: 307-879-502 

Passcode 489898 
 

Tuesday 
2pm Thought for the Day 

Messages from the Ministry Team on Facebook 
 

Wednesday 
8.30am Benefice Prayer meeting 

Download Zoom and enter the Meeting ID: 842-5692-5855 
Passcode 489898 

 

10.30am Service of Holy Communion 
Held at the Church of St Peter & St Paul 

 

Thursday 
7.30am Morning Prayer 

Pray together using the CofE Daily Prayer App 
Download Zoom and enter the Meeting ID: 307-879-502 

Passcode 489898 
 

7.30pm Alpha Online 
It’s not too late to join! 

Please contact the office for more information 

 

There’s so much more on online: 
 

Find us on Facebook - facebook.com/ringwoodbenefice 
YouTube - Search for Ringwood Benefice 

Twitter - twitter.com/ringwoodcofe 
Sign up for our weekly newsletter at www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
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The Parish of Ringwood 
with Ellingham and Harbridge 

www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Vicar - The Revd Matthew Trick 
The Vicarage, 65 Southampton Road, Ringwood BH24 1HE 

Tel: 01425 489898 Email: matthew.trick@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Associate Minister - The Revd Ian Whitham 
The Vicarage, 30 Pine Drive, St Ives, Ringwood BH24 2LN 

Tel: 01425 552180 Email: ian.whitham@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Minister-in-Training - Sandra Matthews 
Tel: 01425 489898 Email: sandra.matthews@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

 

Churchwarden - Jacqueline Brown 
Tel: 07894 106402 Email: jacqueline.brown@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

 

Churchwarden - Matthew Steele  
Tel: 07976 381133 Email: matthewsteele44@gmail.com 

 

 

Churches open for private prayer 
 

Ringwood Parish Church 
Monday to Sunday 10.00 - 16.00 

All Saints Church, Harbridge 
Sunday 09.30 - 12.30 

St John the Baptist, Poulner 
Sunday 10.00 - 12.00 

St Mary & All Saints Church, Ellingham 
Sunday 11.00 - 16.00 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ringwood Benefice Office 
 

Ringwood Benefice Office, Church of St Peter & St Paul, 
Market Place, Ringwood, BH24 1AW 

 

The office is currently closed to visitors however please call or email  
Samantha Swyer, Office Manager 

The Parish of Ringwood with Ellingham & Harbridge 
 

Tel: 01425 489898 / Email: office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

http://www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk/
mailto:matthew.trick@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:ian.whitham@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:sandra.matthews@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:jacqueline.brown@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:matthewsteele44@gmail.com
mailto:office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
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Our Churches 
St Peter & St Paul, Ringwood, BH24 1AW 
Ringwood Parish Church stands in the 
centre of Ringwood Market Place and is an 
important town landmark. The current 
church is the third on the site. The first 
building was mentioned in the Domesday 
Book, so we know that by the year 1087 
there was a church on this site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Paul’s, Bisterne, BH24 3BN 
Located south of Ringwood and built in 
1853 for tenants of Bisterne Estate. The 
elegant interior is virtually unchanged from 
Victorian times, giving the church an 
intimate yet dignified feel. 

 

 
 

 

 

All Saints, Harbridge, BH24 3PS 
All Saints, Harbridge lies west of the village 
of Ibsley on the west bank of the River Avon 
and is approached by the picturesque 
Ibsley Bridge and the adjoining water 
meadows. There has been a church on this 
site since the mid-15th century. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Mary & All Saints, Ellingham, BH24 3PJ 
This is a thirteenth century church. 
Although largely stone built, St Mary's is 
entered through a charming early 18th 
century brick porch, with a large blue and 
gold sundial. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John the Baptist, Poulner, BH24 1TY 
Built in 1914 as a mission church for what 
has become the large residential 
community of Poulner. Today St John’s 
hosts a variety of family friendly services 
and activities.  
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New votive candle stand at Ringwood 
Parish Church 
Late last year we received a generous donation to be 
put towards a votive candle stand at Ringwood Parish 
Church. Thank you. The stand was delivered Just 
before lockdown, and it was put into use as soon as 
the church was able to open for private prayer. 
 

Ringwood Parish Church is open for private prayer 
daily from 10am until 4pm (Excluding when services 
are running) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Volunteers needed from across the Parish 
Due to the social distancing restrictions currently in place we are holding weekly services at 
the Parish Church only. It takes an army of volunteers to open, steward and clean the church 
between services each Sunday. If you think you can help, please contact our Churchwarden 
Jacqueline Brown. 

 

The Lockdown Lifts 
 

There's life in the town! 
No longer 'locked down'! 
The people stroll out in the sun 
The majestic trees 
Sway in the light breeze 
Like they wanted to join in the fun! 
 

Like light after dark! 
We can walk in the park! 
Buy our tea, and sit out on the grass! 
We can chat to our friends 
As our loneliness ends 
And we smile at the strangers we pass! 
 

Yes there are still queues 
Which cease to amuse 
But things are no longer so black! 
As they sing in that song - 
You miss what is gone, 
But it's great when at last it comes back! 

By Nigel Beeton 
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Minister’s Missive 
Revd Matthew Trick writes . . . 
 

I was taking part in a training webinar on ‘Leadership in a 
Pandemic’ last month, it seemed to be an essential piece of 
training give the uncertain and challenging times we are living 
in. The trainer Simon, at one point of the webinar urged us all 
to be wary of anyone who offers a fool proof plan for leading 
organisations and churches through coronavirus. Behind the 
comment lies the reality that everyone from the Prime Minister 
to local Vicars are having to be far more reactive and agile than 
we’re used to. Our natural position is to have a definitive plan 
in place for the coming months, so that we and those we care for know what’s happening. 
The reality of course is that we are living and leading through a time when things change 
faster than anything, I've ever experienced. A good and promising plan one week can be 
completely undone and require a complete overhaul the next week as fresh Government and 
Church of England guidance becomes available.  
 

This can be very challenging, but it also feels very creative and more than anything else, a 
lesson in learning to lean into God during volatile, uncertain, and ambiguous times. Let’s use 
navigation as an analogy: if you’re trying to get from ‘A’ to ‘B’ then depending on your age 
and attitude to technology, you either use a road atlas or Sat Nav. I’m more familiar with Sat 
Nav which offers me turn by turn and, even, lane by lane guidance, taking me all the way to 
my destination. And whilst we’re all familiar with the rather hilarious Sat Nav mishaps that 
leave unsuspecting drivers stuck in an unchartered ford, most of the time we can rely on Sat 
Nav to get us safely to our destination.  
 

Sarah and I were the recipients of a kind donation of a child’s bed the other day. It required 
some assembly (it was from Ikea) which prompted that classic husband-wife debate over 
whether to attempt assembly of said flat-pack furniture using either the husband's instincts 
or the wife’s careful reading of the instructions, careful laying out of all parts and adherence 
to the given assembly guide. Well, we’re not likely to solve that debate in a parish magazine 
article, but you get the idea that people's approach to planning differs.  
 

In Exodus 13.21 we read of how God guided the Israelites from slavery in Egypt to freedom 
in the promised land, through the wilderness using a pillar of cloud by day and fire by night. 
There were no ancient maps or scrolls to guide the Israelites on their journey, they were 
entirely dependent on the guidance given to them by God.  
 

In the New Testament in John 3.8 we read of the unpredictable nature of the Holy Spirit as a 
wind which “blows wherever it chooses”. The nature of this volatile, uncertain, complex, and 
ambiguous season is certainly an invitation to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide us to a new 
normal that is pleasing to God. 
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In both the company of Israel and Christians filled with the Holy Spirit, the invitation is very 
clear: lean into God for guidance and he will give us direction. Or as the writer of Proverbs in 
the Old Testament puts it: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding. In all your ways submit to Him and he will make your paths straight.”  
 

I know that within this awful pandemic which has cost us so many and so much, God is re-
inviting us, his prodigal children back to him, he’s inviting us to pray daily for the direction of 
the Holy Spirit and to have the faith and faithfulness to follow the Spirits leading.  
 

What does the next season of our life together look like? I don’t know! When will we able to 
sing again? I don’t know! When will we be free of Coronavirus? I don’t know! What I do know 
is that God reigns and is ordering all things to his glory. We must be led by Him.  

 

 

Services and social distancing 

Please be aware that churches must adhere to the same social distancing regulations as other 
public settings and that for 'Track and Trace' reasons we are required to take the name and 
contact telephone number of all who attend, these details will be kept securely and 
destroyed after 21 days. 
 

The Church of England strongly advise that face coverings should be worn by all those 
attending a place of worship, including ministers, worshippers, staff, volunteers, contractors 
and visitors, where there may be other people present; remembering that they are mainly 
intended to protect other people, not the wearer, from coronavirus COVID-19 and that they 
are not a replacement for physical distancing and regular hand washing. 
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Please pray for 
August 

 

1 For care of God’s planet 
2 The Eighth Sunday after Trinity  
3 Our Ministers; Matthew and Ian  
4 Retired Clergy; Michael, Terry, Richard, and Peter  
5 Our LLM’s Peter, Elizabeth, Richard, Ruth, Steve, and Derick 
6 The Transfiguration – see page 12 
7 The Mothers’ Union – see page 10 
8 Mary Sumner – see page 14 
9 The Ninth Sunday after Trinity 
 Transfiguration – That we may recognise our Lord 
10 Our Minister-in-training, Sandra 
11 Our Churchwardens Jacqueline and Matthew 
12 Our Families Ministry volunteers 
13 Messy Church – see page 20 
14 Toddler groups 
15 Reboot and Impact youth groups 
16 The Tenth Sunday after Trinity  
17 Our Deputy and Assistant Wardens 
18 All minorities 
19 All who volunteer 
20 Our friends in Kinkiizi – see page 18 
21 Our wildlife and countryside – see page 21 
22 To all who give – see page 13 
23 The Eleventh Sunday after Trinity 
24 Our climate – see page 23 
25 For all women in Ministry – see page 15 
26 Baptism families  
27 All those who mourn 
28 Wedding couples everywhere 
29 John the Baptist – see page 16 
30 The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity 
 John Bunyan – Pilgrim’s Progress – see page 22 
31 To all struggling with addiction – see page 24 
 

The Churches linked with our Diocese 
The Archdiocese of Florence 
The Church in Burma - The Holy Cross Theological College 
Our Deanery Link 
The Diocese of Kinkiizi, Uganda, Bishop Dan 
Our Mission Partners 
The Parish of St Peter and St Luke, Wallsend, Rector Fr David Sudron 
Philip Bingham’s work for the Church Mission Society 
Talitha Kumi School, Bethlehem 

 

 

Those who live in 
 

Lower Bisterne  
Lumby Drive  
Lynes Lane  
Manor Court  
Manor Gardens 
Manor Road  
Mansfield Road  
Market Place  
Meadow Close  
 
Meadow Road  
Meadow Way  
Meadowlands  
Meeting House Lane  
Merlin Close  
Merryweather Estate  
Merton Grove  
Middle Lane  
Middleton Road  
Mockbeggar Lane  
Moorhill  
Moortown  
Morant Road  
Mount Pleasant Lane  
Moyles Court  
Narrow Lane  
New Road  
New Street  
Newtown Lane  
North Poulner Road  
Northfield Road  
 
Nouale Lane 
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Mothers’ 
Union News 
What has happened 
to Mothers’ Union 
since “Lockdown”? 
Well since Lockdown 
our branches/groups 

have been unable to meet or be part of church worship or the many Diocesan Projects or 
Branch Projects. However, we have remained a prayer-based society, praying for our church 
communities and Worldwide Mothers’ Union through local prayers groups online via 
Facebook and YouTube as well as our Diocesan Cathedral Prayers on the MU Facebook Page. 
The Mothers’ Union website nationally and MU Diocesan website have kept members in 
touch with these events. 
 

In the Diocese we have had to cancel all of our projects, which include the ‘Away From It All’ 
holiday for 60 people in August, which is very disappointing for those families looking forward 
to a break. The two Child Contact Centres in Basingstoke are closed but we are able to offer 
some supervised online contact for some families and cannot support the families in the 
Winchester Prison Visitors centre. The Dementia Cafes have been closed and the RAF Odiham 
Day cancelled, and I know many Branch projects have been put on hold. Regretfully, the many 
fund-raising events which are generally held during the summer have been cancelled. 
 

Like all Charities, the Mothers’ Union were looking at a shortfall in revenue this year 
(£1,000,000) but after an appeal to members in Great Britain and Ireland and Worldwide they 
have raised £765,000 which is a wonderful effort from the membership and will enable the 
charity to continue with its many commitments around the world, especially in places where 
some of the poorest people live. We thank God for the generosity of our members for this 
effort. Mary Sumner House, the Head Office are having to look at restructuring which 
unfortunately will involve some staff redundancies. 
 

Sunday 9th August is Mary Sumner Day when the members in the Winchester Diocese and 
throughout the world remember our founder on this day with festival services. We give 
thanks for Mary Sumner and the members who founded the Mothers’ Union in Old Alresford 
Parish and the work of the MU throughout the world. It is with regret we are unable to hold 
our usual Festival Service at Old Alresford Church this year, but there will be a special service 
of prayers and members laying flowers on Mary Sumner’s grave in “Paradise”, the cemetery 
at Winchester Cathedral, on our Website, and a National Service on the MU Facebook page. 

 

Mary Sumner’s special prayer 
 

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many lives as possible for thee; and every life I touch, do 
thou by thy spirit quicken, whether through the word I speak, the prayer I breathe, or the life 
I live. Amen. 
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If anyone would like a copy of the MU Diocesan Archway magazine, please get in touch with 
me or Sue Brinkman. 

 

Stella Roberts 
President for Winchester Diocese. 

 

Winchester Mothers’ Union Website: www.muwinchester.org.uk 
National Website: www.mothersunion.org 
Facebook: facebook.com/MothersUnion 
 

See page 14 for more information about Mary Sumner 
 

 

BCP Holy Communion CDs available 
A CD containing a spoken service of the Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion Service 
along with a printed copy of the service, collect, and readings for each Sunday is available.  
 

To receive one, please email Revd Terry Roberts at revdterryroberts@talktalk.net or 
telephone 01425 471206.  

 

 

Music in our churches and cathedrals 

The Church of England, together with the Royal School of Church Music, has encouraged 
the Government to be proactive in ensuring music-making can resume in church buildings, 
once it is safe to do so. 
 

Responding to the latest guidance, the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, said: “We are 
encouraging the Government to be alert to the consequences of our choirs’ continued 
silence – and to take a proactive approach to allowing singing to return to our churches and 
cathedrals as soon as it is possible to do so safely. 

 

“We look forward to a time where worship and music can once again be combined, in all 
their different expressions, as they have for centuries, turning our hearts to God.” 
During the Coronavirus pandemic, the Church of England partnered with the RSCM to 
provide free hymns for parishes for use in streamed worship, which have been downloaded 
more than 45,000 times. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

St John’s Church Hall 
Available for hire 

 

To make a booking contact  
The Benefice Office 

 

Ellingham Church Hall 
Available for hire 

 

To make a booking contact 
ehamchurch@gmail.com 

http://www.mothersunion.org/
mailto:revdterryroberts@talktalk.net
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6th August: The Transfiguration  
A glimpse of Jesus’ future glory 
The story is told in Matthew (17:1-9), Mark (9:1-9) and 
Luke (9:28-36). It was a time when Jesus’ ministry was 
popular, when people were seeking Him out. But on this 
day, He made time to take Peter, James and John, His 
closest disciples, up a high mountain. In the fourth 
century, Cyrillic of Jerusalem identified it as Mount Tabor 
(and there is a great church up there today), but others 
believe it more likely to have been one of the three spurs 
of Mount Hermon, which rise to about 9,000 feet, and 
overlook Caesarea Philippi. 

 

High up on the mountain, Jesus was suddenly 
transfigured before His friends. His face began to shine as the sun, His garments became 
white and dazzling. Elijah and Moses, of all people, suddenly appeared, and talked with Him. 
A bright cloud overshadowed the disciples. 
 

Peter was staggered, but enthusiast that he was - immediately suggested building three 
tabernacles on that holy place, one for Jesus, one for Moses, and one for Elijah. But God’s 
‘tabernacling’, God’s dwelling with mankind, does not any longer depend upon building a 
shrine. It depends on the presence of Jesus, instead. And so, a cloud covered them, and a 
Voice spoke out of the cloud, saying that Jesus was His beloved Son, whom the disciple should 
‘hear’. God’s dwelling with mankind depends upon our listening to Jesus. 

 

Then, just as suddenly, it is all over. What did it mean? Why Moses and Elijah? Well, these 
two men represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old Testament. But 
now they are handing on the baton, if you like: for both the Law and the Prophets found their 
true and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. 
 

Why on top of a mountain? In Exodus we read that Moses went up Mount Sinai to receive 
the sacred covenant from Yahweh in the form of the Ten Commandments. Now Jesus goes 
up and is told about the ‘sealing’ of the New Covenant, or New Testament of God with man, 
which will be accomplished by His coming death in Jerusalem. 

 

That day made a lifelong impact on the disciples. Peter mentions it in his second letter, 2 
Peter 1:16-19, invariably the reading for this day. 
 

The Eastern Churches have long held the Transfiguration as a feast as important as Christmas, 
Epiphany, Ascension and Pentecost. But it took a long time for the West to observe the 
Transfiguration. The feast starts appearing from the 11th and 12th centuries. 
 

We will be observing The Transfiguration of Our Lord during our services on Sunday 9th 
August. 
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Giving Cheerfully 
Giving in the church can be confusing. We are not commanded 
to tithe 10% of our income to our primary place of worship. We 
are, however, asked to financially support both our local church 
and other believers in need around the world. What and how is 
left up to us. 
 

Now more than ever the church needs your help. With the 
doors closed there have been no collections, no fundraisers. 
Imagine the affect that will have had upon your local church. 
Think about your parish, the surrounding parishes, and the 
Diocese. Help is needed. More specifically, financial help is 
needed, and it is needed now. 
 

With today's economy, it can be difficult for even the most faithful to give to the church 
cheerfully - either joyously or readily. There are some things we can remember which might 
help change our attitude towards giving. 

 

• God's gifts are not meant to only bless us, but they are for us to use to bless others. 
"Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever 
gift each of you has received." 1 Peter 4:10 

• Remember that every blessing we have, including money, is from God. "Every 
generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the 
Father of lights…" James 1:17 

• Remember God's promise to the giver. In Luke 6:38 Jesus tells us, "give, and it will be 
given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be 
put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back." This 
means that if we make Him a priority, He will take care of us. 

• Remember what the money is used for. The cost of running the Church has increased 
well ahead of inflation and the contribution made by the Church Commissioners has 
decreased significantly. The money you give contributes not only to your local church 
building but also to the national church, contributing towards ministry cost, buildings, 
central administration, and outward giving. The list is huge, with your local church just 
being the tip of the iceberg. 

 

In 2 Corinthians 9, Paul reminds the church in Corinth that they had promised to collect 
money for other believers. He writes, "The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also 
reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each of you must 
give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver." 

 

When we learn to give ourselves to Christ, we can cheerfully give to support His purpose. If 
we find giving money to God's work difficult. If we give grudgingly or not at all, we probably 
haven't given our heart either. 
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9th August: Mary Sumner – founder of the 
Mothers’ Union 
The Mothers’ Union is now nearly 145 years old. It has 
accomplished a staggering amount in that time, and 
nowadays numbers more than four million members, doing 
good work in 83 countries. That is a far cry from the modest 
circle of prayer for mothers who cared about family life, 
which is how it all began with a rector’s wife, Mary Sumner. 
 

Mary was born in late 1828 in Swinton, near Manchester. 
When she was four, her family moved to Herefordshire. 
Mary’s father, Thomas Heywood, was a banker and 
historian. Her mother has been described as a woman of 
“faith, charm and sympathy” – qualities which Mary 
certainly inherited. Mrs Heywood also held informal ‘mothers’ meetings’ at her home, to 
encourage local women. Those meetings may well have inspired Mary’s later work. 
 

Mary was educated at home, spoke three foreign languages, and sang well. While in her late 
teens, on a visit to Rome she met George Sumner, a son of the Bishop of Winchester. It was 
a well-connected family: George’s uncle became Archbishop of Canterbury, and his second 
cousin was William Wilberforce. Mary and George married in July 1848, soon after his 
ordination. They moved to Old Alresford in 1851 and had three children: Margaret, Louise 
and George. Mary dedicated herself to raising her children and supporting her husband’s 
ministry by providing music and Bible classes. 
 

When in 1876 Mary’s eldest daughter Margaret, gave birth, Mary was reminded how difficult 
she had found the burden of motherhood. Soon she decided to hold a meeting to which she 
invited the local women not only of her own class, but also all the village mothers. Her aim 
was to find out if women could be brought together to offer each other prayer and mutual 
support in their roles as wives and mothers. That meeting at Old Alresford Rectory was the 
inaugural meeting of the Mothers’ Union. 
 

For 11 years, the Mothers’ Union was limited to Old Alresford. Then in 1885 the Bishop of 
Newcastle invited Mary to address the women churchgoers of the Portsmouth Church 
Congress, some 20 miles away. Mary gave a passionate speech about the poor state of 
national morality, and the vital need for women to use their vocation as mothers to change 
the nation for the better. A number of the women present went back to their parishes to 
found mothers' meetings on Sumner's pattern. Soon, the Mothers’ Union spread to the 
dioceses of Ely, Exeter, Hereford, Lichfield and Newcastle. 
 

By 1892, there were already 60,000 members in 28 dioceses, and by 1900 there were 169,000 
members. By the time Mary died in 1921, she had seen MU cross the seas and become an 
international organisation of prayer and good purpose.  
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Women in majority of 
deacons ordained last 
year, report shows 
Women made up the majority of 
deacons ordained in the Church 
of England last year for the first 
time, according to the latest 
statistics. 

 

A total of 570 deacons were ordained in 2019, with women making up just over a half, or 
51% of the new intake. 

 

Deacons are the first of three orders of ordained ministry. Whilst all clergy continue as 
deacons throughout, the majority are also ordained as priests at the end of their first year of 
ministry. 

 

The statistics show that women made up around 32% of the 20,000 active clergy last year, 
with a growing proportion of senior posts such as Bishops, Archdeacons and Cathedral Deans, 
occupied by women, from 25% in 2018 to 27% last year. 

 

Women were in the majority starting training for ordained ministry for the third year running, 
with equal numbers of men and women sponsored to train for ‘incumbent’ posts – such as 
Rector or Vicar - over the last two years. However currently only 25% of incumbent posts are 
occupied by women. 
 

The number of women leading in our Parish is also on the rise, as we welcome our new 
Curate, Kay Pead this October. 

 

The number of stipendiary, or paid clergy, remained stable, at 7,700, between 2018 and 
2019, following a period of decline. There were 7,830 Readers or licensed lay ministers 
compared to just under 10,000 in 2010. Readers and licensed lay ministers are not ordained 
but can lead worship and preach in churches, among other roles. 

 

The statistics show the number of stipendiary clergy from black, Asian or minority ethnic 
(BAME) backgrounds stood at 3.8%, while 7.8% of people entering training for ordained 
ministry last year were from a BAME background. 
 

Out of a total of 550 people beginning training for ordained ministry last year, nearly a 
quarter, or 24%, were under 32 years old and more than two fifths, 44%, were aged under 
40. 

 

The Rt Revd Chris Goldsmith, Director of Ministry for the Church of England, said: “In recent 
years there has been an increasing diversity among our clergy, but we will not be content 
until those in public ministry truly reflect the whole church and the communities which they 
serve.” 
 



Ringwood Link 16 July 2020 

29th August: The beheading of 
St John the Baptist 
Spare a thought for John the Baptist: 
however rough your local sandwich bar 
may be, it probably doesn’t serve you 
locusts with a honey dip; you won’t be 
imprisoned for saying derogatory things 
about the local MP’s wife, and even the 
boss from hell is unlikely to have a 
daughter who wants to hip-hop about 
with your head on a platter. 

 

John the Baptist, by our standards, had a terrible life. Yet the Bible tells us that of all the 
people in history, no one has even been born who was as great as him. Why? Because of the 
unique job God gave him to do, which has to be the best PR job of all time: act as God’s press 
officer. 
 

This was quite literally the PR job from heaven: with God as his client, John the Baptist’s job 
was to broadcast the news that the Messiah had come. Not even Church House Westminster 
has ever attempted anything like that. 

 

It always helps if PR people recognise their own clients, and the same was true of John: he 
was the first person to recognise Jesus as the Messiah. PR people also help their clients 
prepare for their public role, and John did the same for Jesus: he baptised Him in the Jordan 
at the start of His ministry. 

 

PR people stand up in public for their client’s point of view, and in John’s case it led to his 
arrest and imprisonment. His death was finally brought about by the scheming of Herodias 
and Salome, and here the similarity ends: for not even the most dedicated press officers 
literally lose their heads over a client. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A message of thanks 

Pauline Umfreville would like to thank 
friends from her church, in particular 

Valerie Renyard.  
A huge thank you for all her tender loving 

care and support especially since her fall on 

the 25th June. 
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Celia Cologne - A close friend and 
colleague 
By Stella Jackson-Smith 
As a lifelong musician with professional qualifications, I 
have spent most of my adulthood as a conductor of choirs 
and orchestras in the Christchurch area, both in schools 
and in the wider community. 

 

Over the years I have had occasion to put together large 
scale SATB Choirs for special occasions, mostly in 
Christchurch Priory, with a lengthy run-up period of 
rehearsals preceding each event. 

 

As I am a Ringwood resident, I was fortunate enough to 
make contact more than three decades ago with Celia 
Cologne, who was introduced to me by Canon John 
Turpin, (Vicar of Ringwood at the time). It was hoped that Celia would be prepared to 
accompany the production of ‘The Beast of Betteshorne’, a local mediaeval story based on 
true historical fact. 

 

Celia’s talents as an accompanist went far beyond the expected norm. She could read and 
play at sight any music which was put before her, and she could also improvise freely if a tune 
was known to her, but no music was available. As I am the organiser of the annual Bisterne 
Carol Service, for which I provide of my own choir, the Christchurch Candlelight Singers, I 
obviously turned to Celia to be our accompanist during some rehearsals and in the Service 
itself. 

 

Once the first Christmas had passed, it was inevitable that the choir would want to welcome 
Celia to be a regular member of their activities. They already had their own rehearsal 
accompanist, but through Celia’s expertise as a solo singer, the quality of the repertoire was 
enhanced, and the scope of its content was broadened. 
 

Apart from church events, the choir were invited to perform at a number of secular activities 
in the area, especially Fairmile Grange Care Home. The residents there were visibly cheered 
by the spectacle of the choir’s red and white uniform, as well as by taking part in the items 
specially chosen for audience participation. 

 

After each event, the choir customarily proceeded to an appropriate refreshment venue, 
where everyone was able to relax and socialise. The last of these took place at the New 
Queen, at Avon. Celia was very much the heart and soul of the party, and this is how she will 
be remembered by us all, as a vibrant, colourful, personable and immensely talented 
musician and entertainer. She is quite irreplaceable. 
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Our partner diocese of Kinkiizi in Uganda need 
your help 

Have you thought what it is like living in Uganda during these 
unprecedented times of the global coronavirus pandemic? They 
too are in lockdown. All public and private transport is banned; 
shops, businesses and the Churches are closed. The Health 
Centres have no one coming for treatment and, unlike us, they 
have no welfare state to step in. People are staying at home with 
no income, and in many cases very little food.  
 

Bishop Dan has written asking whether we might be able to help the Church there provide a 
pack with basic supplies of rice, beans, flour and soap for the neediest people. Of course it is 
hard for us in the UK too, but if you were able to donate even a small amount it would make 
such a difference to our fellow Christians in Kinkiizi. 
 

Just £5 would buy a good pack of supplies for one family to help them through this crisis. 
Please give what you can.  
 

The Deanery Synod Kinkiizi Account can accept internet transfers the details are: 
Christchurch Deanery Synod Kinkiizi Account 
NatWest Bank sort code: 52 21 34 
Account no: 25750607 
Please reference your donation Covid 19. If you would like to post a cheque, please email Gill 
Tybjerg at gilltybjerg@btinternet.com or Gary Philbrick at rectory@avp-benefice.org.uk for 
the address details. 
 

From our current reserves, 
we have been able to send 
£2,500, which has been very 
gratefully received by Bishop 
Dan on behalf of the Diocese. 
(If you still have '40 for 40' 
money from the Lent Appeal, 
we will eventually be sending 
that for Bwanja School.) The 
Deanery Trip to Kinkiizi, for 
their Silver Jubilee next 
month, has sadly had to be 
postponed. 
 

Thank you!  
 

Gill Tybjerg and the 
Kinkiizi Action Group. 
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A day in the life of… 
Rev. Ian Whitham, Associate Minister  
of Ringwood Benefice 
 

Is there such a thing as a typical day for you? If so, what's 
it like? Before lockdown: If I am honest I cannot really say 
one week is ever the same as the last one as that is the 
nature of Christian ministry, and you have to have some 
flexibility in your diary to be able to respond to an 
unforeseen crisis or pastoral issue that may arise. Having 
said that, there are fixed points in a month for regular 
meetings, and committees. There are also tasks that need 
to be done daily such as responding to emails, preparation 
for meetings, research, preparing and running events or courses, baptisms, weddings, 
funerals, special services, Sunday services, and preparing sermons. Let’s just say it is not an 
9 to 5 kind of job! 

 

During Lockdown: As you can imagine once lockdown started everything changed very 
quickly and threw an average day and week into chaos. There are some things during the 
week that did not change, but we changed how we do them. For instance, meetings are now 
carried out by email or Zoom. There is also the need to provide pastoral care, and until 
recently I was helping to deliver medicine to people. I also now run a weekly youth group 
meeting on Zoom. Furthermore, there is the need to keep up to date with what is going on 
in the Diocese. This has been a massive learning curve for me, particularly when it comes to 
technology and using social media. Since learning how to make videos I now spend a lot of 
my time recording and editing services, talks, sermon series and other projects such as @The 
Heart of Worship. 
 

How did you end up doing what you do? I have always had a sense of calling, which has 
meant that I’ve always been involved in Christian work such as leading home groups, 
evangelism and youth work. I remember telling my wife, Lianne when I was 19 years old that 
I believed one day I would go into full time Christian ministry, but she just smiled at me and 
did not say much since we only just started dating. I think she thought it was a bit of wishful 
thinking because I had left school with hardly any qualifications, I am dyslexic, and at that 
time I was a trainee plasterer. God had other plans, and when I was about 26 years old, I was 
at an a event at Moorlands Bible College and it was there that God spoke powerfully to me 
and I felt compelled to talk to my Vicar. He felt that I should take it further and he encouraged 
me pursue what he felt was a genuine calling into Christian Ministry. Two years later I found 
myself at Oak Hill Theological College with my family to begin my training. and as the saying 
goes, the rest is history. 
 

What motivates you? My calling to help build Gods Kingdom. In other words, the great 
commission Matthew 28: 16-20. ‘Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain 
to which Jesus had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some 
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doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.’ 
 

What’s the one thing that can make the difference between a good day and a bad one? 
Having a positive influence upon someone's life. 

 

Where’s the most interesting place you’ve been? It would have to be either Cyprus or Rome. 

 

How do you relax? Listening to music, art, eating out, going to the movies, gardening, playing 
the guitar, spending time with my family, and until lockdown Ceroc dancing. 

 

Which living person do you most admire and why? Over the years I have come to respect 
and admire many people, including my parents for their strong Christian faith. The two 
church leaders that had the most influence in my early years of ministry were Steve Chalke 
and Jeff Lucas.  
 

What is your most treasured possession? I don't really have anything that I would say is a 
treasured possession. That said, Lianne and my children are my most treasured, but I would 
not dare say possession as I think they would have something to say about that! 

 

What keeps you awake at night? Church. 

 

What’s the best part of your role? Being around people who share my faith but most 
importantly having the opportunity to be able to tell people about Jesus Christ, and see them 
grow in faith.  
 

 

Messy Church is Online  
We usually have three Messy Churches per month 
in the Benefice however due to Covid-19 we are 
unable to meet in person. Instead the Messy 
Church teams have worked hard (and had a lot of 
fun) making videos, which you can watch at 
www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk and on our 
YouTube channel. 
 

It's still Messy Church, just online. So grab a snack 
and a drink and enjoy! 

 

Once it is safe to meet up again we will be in contact to let you know when we can meet at 
Ringwood Parish Church, All Saints, St Leonards & St Ives and St John’s Hall, Poulner. We are 
looking forward to seeing you again! 

http://www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk/
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Have you seen our new visitor? 
Recently this magnificent peregrine has been 
spotted at Ringwood Parish Church. 
 

The peregrine is a large and powerful falcon. It has 
long, broad, pointed wings and a relatively short tail. 
It is blue-grey above, with a blackish top of the head 
and an obvious black 'moustache' that contrasts 
with its white face. Its breast is finely barred. It is 
swift and agile in flight, chasing prey. 
 

The strongholds of the breeding birds in the UK are 
the uplands of the north and west and rocky 
seacoasts. Peregrines were at a low point in the 1960s due to human persecution and the 
impact of pesticides in the food chain. Improved legislation and protection have helped the 
birds to recover and they have now expanded into many urban areas. 
 

However, they are still persecuted - birds are illegally killed to prevent predation on game 
birds and racing pigeons. They also have eggs and chicks taken for collections and falconry. 
Peregrines are a Schedule 1 listed species of The Wildlife and Countryside Act. 
 

Many thanks to Louise Revill for sending us these wonderful photographs. If you spot our 
friend, why not take a photo and email it to us? We’d love to see them! Send them to 
office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
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30th August: John Bunyan – the man 
who wrote Pilgrim’s Progress 
After the Bible, John Bunyan’s wonderful Christian 
allegory, the Pilgrim’s Progress, is one of the most 
celebrated and widely read books in the English 
language. It has been translated into more than 100 
languages around the world and keeps its place as a 
Christian classic. 

 

Names of people and places from its pages have been 
commonplace wherever English is spoken. We need 
only recall Mr Great-Heart, Mr Valiant-for-Truth, Giant 
Despair, Madame Bubble, the Slough of Despond, 

Vanity Fair, the Delectable Mountains, the Hill Difficulty, and the Celestial City. 

 

Bunyan was born on 28 November 1628, at Elstow, near Bedford, England, of a poor family. 
He had little formal education and his father taught him to be a metal worker. His first wife 
died young. His second wife, Elizabeth, helped him considerably with his blossoming literary 
career. His conversion was the result of reading the Bible, and the witness of local Christians. 
From that time the Bible became the great inspiration of his life. He wrote more than 50 
books on Christianity. A Baptist by conviction, he had little time for the Established Church. 
 

Bunyan became a popular preacher, but because of his opposition to the Established Church 
and because he did not have a Church of England preaching licence, he was imprisoned in 
1661. It was in prison that he wrote Pilgrim’s Progress. It was not only Bunyan’s greatest book 
but was destined to become one of the most popular Christian books in the world. 

 

Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, using the names of people and places from the Bible to teach 
spiritual lessons. The vivid and unforgettable imagery in the Pilgrim’s Progress covers the 
whole Christian gospel from sin and condemnation all the way through faith, repentance, 
grace, justification, sanctification, and perseverance to heaven itself. 

 

Bunyan died on 31st August 1688. His portrayal of the death of Mr Valiant For Truth is Bunyan 
at his allegorical best. This brave old soldier of Jesus Christ had received his summons to ‘go 
home.’ Calling his friends together he says, ‘“My sword I give to him who shall succeed me in 
my pilgrimage… My marks and scars I carry with me, to be a witness for me, that I have fought 
His battles, who will now be my rewarder.” …So, he passed over, and all the trumpets 
sounded for him on the other side...’ 
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Launch of ‘Climate Sunday’ 
A new campaign, Climate Sunday, has 
been launched by a coalition of churches 
and charities, as part of a call for action on 
climate change. 

 

From next month, 6th September, 
churches throughout the UK will be 

encouraged to have a Sunday dedicated to the theme of climate change. This could be held 
at any time in the next 12 months. 

 

The scheme was recently launched on World Environment Day, by Churches Together in 
Britain and Ireland. It supported charities that range from CAFOD to Christian Aid, from 
Operation Noah to Tearfund. 

 

The campaign Climate Sunday will offer free resources to encourage churches to hold a 
climate-focused service, to make a commitment as a community to reducing greenhouse-gas 
emissions in the long term, or to join with other churches and groups before the 26th UN 
climate-change conference (COP26) in November, in urging the Government to do more 
about climate change. 
 

The campaign will conclude on 5th September 2021 with a national Climate Sunday event to 
pray for action on global warming. 

 

The Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Revd Nicholas Holtam, the CofE’s lead bishop on 
environmental issues, said: “Although our focus has been shifted from climate changes in 
recent months by the challenges of responding to Covid-19, the climate crisis has not gone 
away. “Climate Sunday will be a brilliant resource to help Church of England parishes 
understand and respond to the climate crisis.” 
 

 

Sadiq Khan thanks the churches 
Sadiq Khan has praised church leaders for providing hope and leadership throughout the 
Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

Speaking recently to Premier radio, the Mayor of London praised the support he has received 
from faith leaders in the lockdown. 

 

He spoke of “the massive contribution… (that) the leadership of the Christian community has 
provided. I've spent some time talking to the Archbishop, but also Bishop of London as well 
as Cardinal Nichols and a number of other faith leaders in the Christian community.” 
 

 
Sign up for our weekly newsletter at www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
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Churches Together are hosting 
The Recovery Course 
Churches together in Ringwood and 
District are teaming together with 
Faithworks Wessex to host The 
Recovery Course in Ringwood starting 

in September. The current hope is that course will be face to face with small single sex groups 
but if there are further Covid-19 restrictions then the course may be run on line with zoom 
small group meetings. 
 

The Recovery Course is open to anyone struggling with any sort of addiction or any 
compulsive behaviour, including drugs, alcohol, self-harming, pornography, sex, and 
gambling. The Recovery Course is a good starter for those completely new to recovery as well 
as those who have been in recovery for years, but who would like to take a fresh look at the 
steps from a Christian perspective. 

 

If this is of interest to you, why not invite a friend along too so you can support one another 
along the way? You can find out more online at www.therecoverycourse.com, register for 
the course on www.eventbrite.co.uk, or contact a Minister or a Warden. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

It’s not too late to join! 
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Something for Everyone!  
Due to the restrictions currently in place these groups are not currently taking place. We look 
forward to these resuming when safe to do so.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Church at the Market Plays  
Toddler group for 0-5s & their 
parents/carers 
Thursdays during term time 9.15-11.00am  
Parish Church - Sue - 474982 

Church Choirs 
Join in and worship in song! 

Parish Church Sunday 10.30 
Practice Friday 7.00pm 
Barbara N - 07789 664888 
 

Ellingham Sunday 11.15am 
Practice Monday 4.15pm 
Barbara S - 654071 

Diddy Dunkers 
Toddler group with soft play 
Mondays during term-time 9.00-11.00am 
St John’s Church Hall - Peter J - 477433 
 

Messy Church 
Fun for all the family. 
Crafts, songs,  
bible stories and food! 
 

Last Sunday of every month 4pm-5.30pm 
St John’s Church - Peter J 477433 
 

First Tuesday of every month 3.30-5.15pm 

Parish Church - Office 489898 

Reboot AM 
Youth Group for  
10-16 year-olds 
2nd & 4th Sunday of month 
Parish Church 10.30am – Office 489898 

Beginners’ Guitar Club 
Ages 7+, bring your own guitar 
and an adult 
Saturdays during term time 9.20-10am 

Parish Church - Kevin 473411 

Friends of Ringwood Parish Church 
Help raise funds through social  
events  
Parish Church - Peter G 402028 

Wednesday coffees 
Come and meet friends,  
or help to serve 
9am-12noon, Parish Church  
Marjorie 470192 

Julian Meeting 
Share a time of silence and peace  
Third Tuesday of the month 
Parish Church Choir Vestry 2pm - 489898 

Mothers’ Union 
Supporting family 
life worldwide 
www.mothersunion.org 

2nd Tuesday of the month - Sue 474982 

Flower arranging 
Keep our churches beautiful 
Eve (St John’s) - 470651 
Office (Parish Church) - 489898 
Patricia (Ellingham) - 473873 

Bell Ringing 
Learn the excitement of ringing  
the big tower bells!  
Wednesday evening practice 
Parish Church - Emma - 478217 

Study Groups - Learn more about our faith with others in an informal setting - 489898 
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Who’s Who 
Clergy, Churchwardens, and Benefice Office listed on page 4 
 
Licensed Lay Ministers 
Mrs Elizabeth Loving          
Mr Peter Jackson  
Mr Derick Potter  
Mr Richard Powell 
Mr Stephen Wood 
Mrs Ruth Freeman  
Deputy and Assistant Churchwardens 
Mr Kevin Jones (St Peter & St Paul)        01425 473411 
Miss Jan Pankhurst (St Peter & St Paul)         
Chris Johnson (St John the Baptist)       01425 511459 
Mr Michael Lingam-Wilgoss (Ellingham)      01425 477373  
Mrs Diana White (Ellingham)    
Mrs Vanessa Linda (Harbridge)  
 

PCC Treasurer     Roger Dewar   01425 483622 
Stewardship Adviser    Matthew Steele  07976 381133 
Electoral Roll Officer    Lin Lloyd   01425 489898 
Mothers’ Union     Sue Brinkman  01425 474982 
Health & Safety Officer    Paul Gray   01425 461341 
Safeguarding Officer    Elizabeth Loving  01425 489898 
Parish Data Controller    Sam Swyer   01425 489898 
The Friends of Ringwood Parish Church Peter Goodwin  01425 402028 
St John’s Hall Bookings    Benefice Office  01425 489898 
Ellingham Hall Bookings    ehamchurch@gmail.com 
Organist & Choir Leader 
 St Peter & St Paul    Gill Tyberg   01425 489898 
 Ellingham & Harbridge   Barbara Strong   01425 654071 
Verger, St Peter & St Paul   Colin Hale   01425 476235 
Verger, St Mary & All Saints   Lindsay Burtenshaw 01202 814698 
Tower Captain     Emma McNally  01425 478217 
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From the Parish Registers 
Funerals - June 2020 
We commend into God’s hands 
9th Celia Helen Cologne aged 81 
11th Gloria Dylis Ruth Day aged 78 
 
 
Almighty and eternal God, 
from whose love in Christ we cannot be parted, 
either by death or life: 
hear our prayers and thanksgivings 
for all whom we remember this day; 
fulfil in them the purpose of your love; 
and bring us all, with them, to your eternal joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Heidi Lund and Rob Goff are here to offer guidance and 
support as Eden Funeral Directors. As a truly 
independent, family run funeral director, we offer help 
to families in Hampshire, Dorset and across the 
New Forest. 
 
We are confident to deliver the very best personalised 
and individual service, providing care and advice 
whenever needed and putting our clients’ needs at the  
very forefront of all we do. 
 

Reach us by telephone 24 hours a day, every day, 
or visit the office 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday. 

Telephone 01425 837080 - Email office@edenfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
Rose Cottage, Castleman Way, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 3BA 

There is a Book of Remembrance in Ringwood Parish Church. 

If you would like the name of a loved one entered in the book, please 
contact the office, or pick up a form in church. 

mailto:office@edenfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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MILLERS ANTIQUES 
 

Netherbrook House 
86 Christchurch Road 
Ringwood BH24 1DR 

Telephone: 01425 472062 
mail@millers-antiques.co.uk 

www.millers-antiques.co.uk 
 

Large stocks of antiques and accessories 
displayed in extensive Georgian showrooms 

Furniture restoration undertaken 
Member of LAPADA 

 

http://www.millers-antiques.co.uk/

