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About us: 
The Parish of Ringwood with Ellingham and Harbridge lies on the  

western edge of the New Forest and the south-western border of Hampshire. 
It is part of the Diocese of Winchester, in the Deanery of Christchurch, 

within the Church of England. 
 

Ringwood Parish is proud to be part of 
Ringwood Benefice 

 

 
 

What is Ringwood Benefice? 
Ringwood Benefice is a family of six Church of England churches, 

covering the communities of Ringwood, Poulner, Ellingham, Harbridge, 
Bisterne and St Leonards & St Ives.  

 

We share a common vision to 
'Discover Life & Make a Difference’ 

 

This vision seeks deepen our life together in Christ and our own 
personal discipleship and then to share this life across our 

communities, homes, and workplaces. 
 

We have four ‘big’ goals to live out our vision:  
 

Family 
Have a Toddler Group, Messy Church and All Age service in 

Ringwood, Poulner and St Leonards & St Ives.  
Worship 

Grow three new worshipping communities. 
Community 

Launch two social enterprises in Ringwood and Poulner that foster community. 
Ministry 

Revitalise, reimagine, and re-establish rural ministry.  



Ringwood Link 3 July 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Parish of Ringwood 
with Ellingham and Harbridge 

www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Vicar - The Revd Matthew Trick 
The Vicarage, 65 Southampton Road, Ringwood BH24 1HE 

Tel: 01425 489898 Email: matthew.trick@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Associate Minister - The Revd Ian Whitham 
The Vicarage, 30 Pine Drive, St Ives, Ringwood BH24 2LN 

Tel: 01425 552180 Email: ian.whitham@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
 

Minister-in-Training - Sandra Matthews 
Tel: 01425 489898 Email: sandra.matthews@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

 

Churchwarden - Jacqueline Brown 
Tel: 07894 106402 Email: jacqueline.brown@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

 

Churchwarden - Matthew Steele  
Tel: 07976 381133 Email: matthewsteele44@gmail.com 

 

Our Churches 
 

The Parish Church of St Peter & St Paul 
Market Place, Ringwood, BH24 1AW 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Ringwood Benefice Office 
 

Ringwood Benefice Office, Church of St Peter & St Paul, 
Market Place, Ringwood, BH24 1AW 

 

The office is currently closed however please call or email  
Samantha Swyer, Office Manager 

The Parish of Ringwood with Ellingham & Harbridge 
 

Tel: 01425 489898 / Email: office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

All Saints Church    St John the Baptist Church 
                   Harbridge, BH24 3PS         Linford Road, Poulner, BH24 1TY 

 

St Paul’s Church    St Mary & All Saints Church 
                    Bisterne, BH24 3BN                          Ellingham, BH24 3PJ 

 

 

 

http://www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk/
mailto:matthew.trick@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:ian.whitham@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:sandra.matthews@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:jacqueline.brown@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
mailto:matthewsteele44@gmail.com
mailto:office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
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Service information 

 
 

Sunday Worship 
 

8.30am BCP Holy Communion (Via CD/Service sheet) 
See page 12 for info 

 

10.30am Sunday Live 
Premiered on Facebook and YouTube 

 

After the service grab a tea or coffee and then join us on Zoom. 
Download the app on any device and enter the Meeting ID: 301-195-122  

 
 

What’s on during the week 
 

12@12 
12 noon Monday - Friday 

Twelve minutes of live prayer for and with our communities.  
Watch live on Facebook and send in your prayer requests 

 

Impact Youth Group 
Every Monday at 8pm 

Currently meeting online - Contact office for details 
 

 Online Home Group 
Every Tuesday at 8pm 

Download Zoom and enter the Meeting ID: 863-9167-2924 
Please email/call the Benefice Office for the Zoom password 

 

Wednesday Prayers 
Every Wednesday at 8.30am 

Download Zoom and enter the Meeting ID: 972-587-3928 
Please email/call the Benefice Office for the Zoom password 

 

Alpha Online 
Starting Thursday July 16, 7.30pm 

Please contact the office for more information 
 
 

Watch out for the following on Facebook and YouTube: 
 

Thought for the Day - Messages from the Ministry Team 
The Armour of God - Bible teaching with the Revd Ian Whitham 

The Heart of Worship - The Revd Whitham & friends delve deeper  
into some of our favourite hymns 

 

Find us on Facebook - facebook.com/ringwoodbenefice 
YouTube - Search for Ringwood Benefice 

Sign up for our weekly newsletter at www.ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 
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Our Churches 
St Peter & St Paul, Ringwood 
Ringwood Parish Church stands in the 
centre of Ringwood Market Place and is an 
important town landmark. The current 
church is the third on the site. The first 
building was mentioned in the Domesday 
Book, so we know that by the year 1087 
there was a church on this site.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Paul’s, Bisterne 
Located south of Ringwood and built in 
1853 for tenants of Bisterne Estate. The 
elegant interior is virtually unchanged from 
Victorian times, giving the church an 
intimate yet dignified feel. 

 

 
 

 

 

All Saints, Harbridge 
All Saints, Harbridge lies west of the village 
of Ibsley on the west bank of the River Avon 
and is approached by the picturesque 
Ibsley Bridge and the adjoining water 
meadows. There has been a church on this 
site since the mid-15th century. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
St Mary and All Saints, Ellingham 
This is a thirteenth century church. 
Although largely stone built, St Mary's is 
entered through a charming early 18th 
century brick porch, with a large blue and 
gold sundial. 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St John the Baptist, Poulner 
Built in 1914 as a mission church for what 
has become the large residential 
community of Poulner. Today St John’s 
hosts a variety of family friendly services 
and activities.  
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Parish Calendar July 2020 
Regular services and further information shown on page 4 
 

Sunday 5th  The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
Monday 6th  8pm Impact Youth Group 
Tuesday 7th  8pm Going Deeper Online Home Group 
Wednesday 8th  8.30am Wednesday Benefice prayers 
Sunday 12th  The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
Monday 13th 8pm Impact Youth Group 
Tuesday 14th  8pm Going Deeper Online Home Group 
Wednesday 15th  8.30am Wednesday Benefice prayers 
Thursday 16th 7.30pm Alpha Online 
Sunday 19th  The Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
Monday 20th 8pm Impact Youth Group 
Tuesday 21st  8pm Going Deeper Online Home Group 
Wednesday 22nd  8.30am Wednesday Benefice prayers 
Thursday 23rd 7.30pm Alpha Online 
Sunday 26th  The Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
Monday 27th 8pm Impact Youth Group 
Tuesday 28th 8pm Going Deeper Online Home Group 
Wednesday 29th  8.30am Wednesday Benefice prayers 
Thursday 30th 7.30pm Alpha Online 
 

 
 

Did you know that 7th July is  
World Chocolate Day? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       Going to church doesn't make you  
a Christian any more than going to 
McDonald's makes you a hamburger. 
Anon  

 

 
 

John Wesley's Rule for Christian Living. 
 

       “Do all the good you can, 
       by all the means you can, 
       in all the ways you can, 
       in all the places you can, 
       at all the times you can, 
       to all the people you can, 
       as long as ever you can!” 

 

 
 

 

A prayer for all those affected by 
coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us from 

your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 
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Minister’s Missive - Revd Ian Whitham writes . . . 
 

The Lions Roar 
 

I am sure that most if not all of you have been to Chessington World of 
Adventures and have been on all the different rides that are there. I 
don’t know about you but it always feels like I am in a different country 
when I am there, even though the Park is only a few miles away from 
where I used to live in West Ewell, in Epsom five years ago. Now unlike 
the other theme parks in the UK Chessington has its own zoo and I really enjoy having a 
look around, it makes a welcome change to standing in all those queues. The best part of 
the zoo for me is the lion and tiger enclosure. I stand there looking through the glass 
windows with great respect for these big cats because they are beautiful animals but also 
powerful. However, as I looked at them, I cannot not help feeling sorry for them, because 
they are not truly a lion or a tiger. Yes, they look like them and sound like them when they 
roar but somehow, I cannot help feeling they are incomplete. Why, you may ask, well they 
are caged animals. They have been tamed, they are not free to hunt and be what they were 
born to be, wild, dangerous, and free. That said I would not like to jump in their dens 
anytime soon! 
 

As I reflected on the last time I saw the big cats I suddenly realised for many of us the 
lockdown has been like that but instead of being caged in a zoo we have been restricted to 
our homes, only allowed outside for exercise or if we are key workers. What is more, like 
the Big Cats we have not been allowed to be fully human, because so much of what makes 
us human we could no longer do, such as hugging, social gatherings, being with family and 
friends, singing together, going to concerts, festivals, sharing meals, even McDonald's 
closed, (much to daughter’s dismay). More importantly for us as Christians, our churches 
closed. This has meant for a long time we could not do a very important part of church life 
which is, worship and have fellowship together, which has been a massive challenge for us 
all. Of course, we have been doing church online but let’s be honest it is not the same as 
meeting physically together. As a church leader it really is not the same preaching to a 
camera lens as it is to a real congregation, I so missed people, I so missed all of you. 
  
However, there are other ways we can be caged as Christians like those lions and tigers. We 
can be caged spiritually, unable to move forward in our faith journey or in some case we 
feel we are going backwards. Of course, there could be lots of reasons for this. Personal 
circumstances, our lifestyles, we feel God is far away from us at the moment, or maybe we 
are feeling oppression by the Devil because we have opened ourselves up to him in some 
way, or maybe all this social distancing and isolation has made you feel depressed. 
 

Nevertheless, despite all of this, God is still at work and is building his church and millions 
more people have been tuning into church online, ordering Christian material and books. It 
seems then, that there is a growing online church and my hope is, as we continue to come 
out of lockdown much of this will become a physical reality. I am reminded of what Jesus 
said to Peter in Matthew 16: 18, “and I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
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build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” This is also true for COVID-
19, it will not overcome the church, in fact I think we may even come out of this wiser and 
stronger. 
  
However, for many of us it is going to be an uphill struggle coming back into the outside 
world, and of course many people will have lost loved ones to the virus and our hearts and 
prayers go out to them. So, as I finish this article, I just want to say that it is in times like 
these that our faith really matters and counts more than ever. So I want to encourage you 
to fall into the arms of Jesus and call on him to give you the power, strength, and comfort 
you need, and ask him to fill you afresh with his Holy Spirit. Remember what he said to the 
first Disciples, that he would never leave them and that promise he made included us. 
 
God bless  
Ian   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ringwood Link 9 July 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please pray for 
July 

 

1         Theobald - choosing God, not money - Page 11 
2 Our Ministers; Matthew and Ian  
3 St Thomas the Apostle - confused and doubting 
4         Retired Clergy Michael, Terry, Richard, and Peter  
5 The Fourth Sunday after Trinity 
6         The NHS 
7         Our ordinand, Sandra  
8         Our LLM’s; Peter, Elizabeth, Richard, Ruth, Steve, and Derick 
9         Our Churchwardens; Jacqueline and Matthew 
10 Our Families Ministry volunteers 
11      Toddler groups  
12 The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
13       Messy Church 
14       Impact youth group 
15       St Swithun (or Swithin) – A saint for a rainy day - page 12 
16       Colin, Lyndsay and Emma, our Vergers        
17 Our Deputy and Assistant Wardens 
18 Our bellringers 
19 The Sixth Sunday after Trinity 
20 Our worship leaders and organists 
21 The homeless 
22 St Mary Magdalene - The ‘Other’ Mary – page 14 
23 Gorgeous Grandmas everywhere – page 16 
24 Schools, teaching and support staff 
25 St Christopher - patron saint of motorists – page 15 
26 The Seventh Sunday after Trinity 
27 The Seven Sleepers of Ephesus-proving a nap is good for you! 
28 Wedding couples everywhere 
29 Baptism families  
30 All those who mourn 
31 St Joseph of Arimathea – the man who buried Jesus 
 
 
 
 
The Churches linked with our Diocese: The Archdiocese of Florence  

    The Church in Burma - The Holy Cross Theological College 
Our Deanery Link:      The Diocese of Kinkiizi, Uganda, Bishop Dan 
Our Mission Partners: The Parish of St Peter and St Luke, Wallsend, Rector Fr David Sudron 

    Philip Bingham’s work for the Church Mission Society 
    Talitha Kumi School, Bethlehem 

 

 

 

Those who live in 
 

Holm Close  
Holmwood Garth  
Hudson Close  
Hurn Close  
 
Hurn Lane  
Hurn Road  
Hurst Road  
Ibsley Drove  
Ivy Lane  
Joyce Dickson Close  
 
Jubilee Close  
Kent Lane  
Keppel Close  
Kestrel Court  
Kingfisher Way  
Kings Arms Lane  
 
Kings Arms Row  
Kingsbury Lane  
Kingsfield  
Kingston Common  
Kingston Estate  
Lakeside  
 
 
Lakeview Drive 
Larch Close  
Laurel Close 
Laurel Lane  
Horton Road  
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Churches begin opening for private prayer 
On Monday 15th June Ringwood Parish Church opened its doors for private prayer between 
the hours of 10am and 4pm every day. 
 

Please be assured that Government guidelines and Church of England advice has been 
followed to the letter, however these measures will only work if everyone follows the 
guidelines. There will be hand sanitiser to use upon arrival and very limited, socially distanced 
seating spaces which have been clearly marked. A one-way system will be in operation and 
there will be a separate entrance and exit. Prayer sheets will be available for use, but please 
take them away with you. 

 

Please note that this will be under regular review and may have to change depending upon 
experience and Government & Church of England guidance. 
 

 

Host families needed  
for Moorlands College students 
Moorlands College have been in contact to ask if any of us would 
be interested in becoming a host family, or know of anyone who 
might have a room or property available to rent for a student or 
students due to commence this coming academic year? 

 

If anyone is interested in any way and wishes to be considered, 
please call 01425 674500 or email reception@moorlands.ac.uk. 
 

 
 

Online ‘Talking Jesus’ course 
FREE during the Covid-19 
lockdown 
HOPE Together has made the hugely popular 
Talking Jesus course available, rent free, to 
watch online during the Covid-19 crisis.  
 

Roy Crowne, executive director of HOPE 
Together, said: ‘We have had lots of requests 

during the Covid-19 lockdown to make the Talking Jesus course available online. There seems 
to be an increased interest from non-Christians in spiritual issues. People are searching for 
hope. We want to help equip Christians to tell their story and to talk about the hope we have 
because of Jesus.’ 
  
The Talking Jesus course includes six video-based teaching sessions with inspirational 
testimonies. Visit www.hopetogether.org.uk/talkingjesus to access the free course. 

http://www.hopetogether.org.uk/talkingjesus
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Praying for end to coronavirus crisis, for frontline workers and the 
world’s poor 
British adults are praying for an end to the Covid-19 crisis, as well as for frontline workers 
and those living in poverty both in the UK and around the world, according to a new poll 
commissioned by Christian Aid. 

 

The research, undertaken by Savanta ComRes, found that one in four (26%) British adults say 
they have prayed for an end to the Covid-19 crisis since lockdown, while an equal proportion 
(26%) say they have prayed for people working on the frontline and other key workers since 
the crisis began. 
 

One in five (21%) British adults say they have prayed for people living in poverty in the UK or 
around the world since the lockdown. 
 

The poll also indicated that the Covid-19 lockdown is slightly more likely to increase than 
decrease people’s faith in God (5% vs. 2%), life after death (4% vs. 2%) and the power of 
prayer (5% vs. 2%). This was particularly true of younger Brits aged 18-24.    
 

Chine McDonald from Christian Aid said: “At times of crisis like the world is experiencing now, 
faith can play a key part in helping people to cope with daily realities and pressures.” 
 
 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Choosing God, not money 
If you are thinking of turning your back on 
wealth and privilege, in order to do 
something that you feel God is calling you 
to do, St Theobald (1017 – 1066) may be 
the saint for you.  
 

He was born into an aristocratic family at 
Provins in France. But he became a hermit 
with a fellow ex-soldier in the Pettingen 
Forest in Luxembourg. They later moved to 
Salanigo in Italy. Theobald’s holy life 
attracted so many followers that he was 
canonised by Pope Alexander II in 1073. 
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15th July - St Swithun 
A saint for a rainy day 
St Swithun is apparently the saint you can blame for rainy 
summers. It is said that if it rains on his special day, 15th 
July, it will then rain for 40 days after that. It all began 
when Swithun was made Bishop of Winchester in 852 by 
King Ethelwulf of Wessex. It was an important posting: 
Winchester was the capital of Wessex, and during the 10 
years Swithun was there, Wessex became the most 
important kingdom of England.    
 

During his life, instead of washing out people’s summer holidays, and damping down their 
spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of good. He was famous for his charitable gifts and 
for his energy in getting churches built. When he was dying in 862, he asked that he be buried 
in the cemetery of the Old Minster, just outside the west door.   
 

If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy summers the English may have 
been spared over the last 1000 years. But, no, it was decided to move Swithun. By now, the 
960s, Winchester had become the first monastic cathedral chapter in England, and the newly 
installed monks wanted Swithun in the cathedral with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his 
bones were dug up and Swithun was translated into the cathedral.   
 

That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures. Certainly, everyone got 
wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain that day, and on the days following, 
was attributed to the power of St Swithun. Swithun was moved again in 1093, into the new 
Winchester Cathedral. His shrine was a popular place of pilgrimage throughout the middle 
ages. The shrine was destroyed during the Reformation and restored in 1962. There are 58 
ancient dedications to Swithun in England.   
 
 

St Swithin's day, if thou dost rain, 
For forty days it will remain; 

St Swithin's day, if thou be fair, 
For forty days 'twill rain na mair*. 

 
*Na mair = no more 

 

 

BCP Holy Communion CDs available 
A CD containing a spoken service of the Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion Service 
along with a printed copy of the service, collect, and readings for each Sunday is available.  
 

To receive one, please email Revd Terry Roberts at revdterryroberts@talktalk.net or 
telephone 01425 471206.  

mailto:revdterryroberts@talktalk.net
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Parish giving 
Without services being held in church buildings, we understand 
that some people who may want to give their usual Sunday 
offering will not be able to at this time. If you would like to give by 
bank transfer, please make the payment to "Ringwood PCC 
General Account” NatWest account no: 02917092 Sort Code 54-
30-45. 

 

If you are a UK taxpayer, we can also send you a Gift Aid Form. Gift 
Aid increases the value of donations by 25%, so it means even 
more money goes to the Parish – and it will not cost you extra. 
 

You could also sign up to the Parish Giving Scheme, for more 
information call 0333 002 1260 or contact our Stewardship Adviser. Details on page 26. 
 
 
 

Thank you to everyone who is supporting the Parish at this difficult time. 
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22nd July - What do we really 
know about Mary Magdalene? 
Fake news is not new. Perhaps one old example 
is the assertion that Mary Magdalene was a 
prostitute. Back in the 6th Century, Pope 
Gregory is said to have confused her with two 
other women in the Bible. Medieval Bible 
scholars also attempted to name an 
unidentified sinful woman who had washed 
and anointed the feet of Jesus. As Mary 

Magdalene is mentioned in the next chapter, they regarded her as the same person! After 
this, many classical artists painted Mary in various states of undress, perpetuating a 
falsehood.  
 

So, what do we really know about Mary? The Gospels tell us that she came from Magdala, a 
town in Galilee, and Jesus healed her by casting out seven evil spirits. After this she followed 
Jesus, with other women, on His ministry providing resources. Later, Mary watched Jesus die 
on the cross, and having cared for His needs while He was alive, wanted to care for Him after 
His death. 

 

It was when Mary went to anoint the body of Jesus at the tomb that the risen Jesus appeared 
to her. He told Mary to go to His disciples and tell them about His return to Heaven. She was 
obedient and became the first emissary of the resurrection. In those days, the witness of a 
woman was worthless. Despite ridicule, Mary had the courage to speak about Jesus in a place 
of great disbelief. We have to ask ourselves; do we have the same courage as Mary? How 
prepared are we to stand our ground to share Jesus with others in the face of those who 
mock and scoff at us? 

 

Although we usually associate Mary with the Easter story, this month on 22nd July, the 
Church celebrates her Feast Day. In this snapshot of Mary’s life, we know she had 
experienced great distress and suffering. After Jesus healed her, Mary expressed her 
gratitude by being utterly committed and devoted to Him.   
 

Jesus can give everyone a new start, a new purpose and direction in life. Like Mary we can 
thank Him for blessing us, loving us, and forgiving us and moving into practical forms of 
service. Only Jesus can transform our lives so that we can glorify God in all that we do.  
 
Mary’s words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very beating heart of 
the Christian gospel.  
 

Her popularity is shown in the fact that 187 ancient churches in Britain are dedicated to her, 
and a college at both Oxford and Cambridge. Whatever the details of her story, we cherish it 
because it shows that having a ‘past’ is no reason not to have a future. 
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25th July - St Christopher, 
patron saint of motorists  

The legend goes that St Christopher was a 
Canaanite who lived in the 3rd century.  He 
was a giant of a man, of fearsome 
appearance. At first, he decided to serve 
the devil, but when he discovered that the 
devil was afraid of Christ and His Cross, 
Christopher decided to serve Christ 
instead. A nearby hermit instructed 
Christopher in the Christian faith and assigned to him a place near a river: Christopher’s job 
was to help travellers cross it safely. 

 

All went well, and Christopher helped lots of people on their way until one day a child came 
along and asked to be carried across. Christopher put him on his back and set off but was 
soon staggering under the astonishing weight of this child. The child then told him that He 
was in fact Jesus Christ, and that He carried the weight of the whole world. The Christ-child 
then told Christopher to plant his staff in the ground: the next day it bore flowers and dates 
– confirmation that the child was indeed who He claimed to be. 

 

After some time more of helping travellers cross the river, Christopher went to the city of 
Lycia, where he preached the gospel with such success that the Roman emperor (Decius?) 
had him arrested and imprisoned – especially when Christopher refused to sacrifice to the 
gods. Two women sent into his cell to seduce him came out converted Christians instead. So, 
Christopher was beaten, shot with arrows and finally beheaded. 
 

Christopher has been well-loved of the English down the centuries. Many wall-paintings of 
him have been placed on the north wall of churches, opposite the porch, so that he would 
be seen by all who entered. There was good reason for this: as patron saint of travellers, it 
was believed that anyone who saw an image of St Christopher would not die that day. As the 
ancient saying goes: ‘Behold St Christopher and go thy way in safety’. 

 

A kind of daily insurance policy against death - this was so good that in due course St 
Christopher became the patron saint of motorists. There is even a church in the Javel area of 
Paris where Citroen cars are made, that is dedicated to St Christopher. In modern times, with 
the increase in air and motorway travel, Christopher has remained popular. 

 

When in 1969 the Holy See reduced his feast day, there was a sharp protest in several 
countries, led in Italy by a number of popular film stars. If you ever travel in a taxi on the 
Continent, look out for a little St Christopher hanging from the rear-view mirror beside the 
driver. Now you know why it is there! 
 

 

Q. How does Moses make his coffee? 
A. Hebrews it. 
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Bournemouth Hospital  
Keeping in touch with patients 
during the coronavirus outbreak 

Following government guidance and in response to 
the evolving coronavirus pandemic, visiting 
restrictions are in place at the hospitals. We 

understand that this is extremely difficult for our patients and their family and friends. To 
help keep in touch we have set up a dedicated email address so you can send your relative 
or friend a message or attach a letter or a drawing from a younger member of the family. 

 

When emailing, please tell us your relative’s full name, address or date of birth and the ward 
they are on. Then add your message and/or attach letters or pictures. If you want to send a 
photograph, please restrict this to one. 

 

We will print your messages (in black and white) and if we receive your email before 12noon 
on a weekday, we will deliver them to the ward on the same day. 

 

The email address is: keepingintouch@rbch.nhs.uk 
 

 

Do you know anyone who could apply for 
the 2020/21 Ministry Experience Scheme? 
Winchester Diocese is now accepting applications for the 
2020/21 Ministry Experience Scheme. 

 

Across the diocese, there are new Resource Churches, 
church plants, pioneering projects and Fresh Expressions of Church which need a pipeline of 
leaders equipped and supported to live the mission of Jesus. Connect MES aims to create a 
pipeline of disciple-making disciples!  
 

If you're interested in exploring discipleship, mission, ministry, vocation and leadership in a 
church or pioneering setting - please get in touch with Sammy Jordan at the Diocese of 
Winchester who would love to support you on your journey. Sammy can be contacted at 
01962 710976 / 07834 259417 or sammy.jordan@winchester.anglican.org   
Find out more at www.winchester.anglican.org/mes/ 

 

 

Gorgeous Grandma Day - July 23  
Gorgeous Grandma Day celebrates those 50s and over women who live to get the most out 
of their lives. The ones who cherish themselves as much as their family, and most importantly 
simply exude a love for life. That's certainly a beautiful attitude and we appreciate all the 
positive energy that those gorgeous grandmas bring to the rest of us. It is the perfect 
opportunity to reaffirm the relationship that you share with your grandmother. 

 

mailto:keepingintouch@rbch.nhs.uk
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The NHS – bearing one another’s burdens 
“Save the NHS” was the slogan chosen by the British government when the coronavirus 
began to spread. Meant to evoke public compassion, and compliance with emergency 
regulations, it sounded as though the NHS was an endangered species. In fact, it was the 
public themselves whose lives were in jeopardy; the National Health Service existed solely 
for their benefit. The slogan did manage to stir gratitude for a service which had been taken 
for granted, as well as appreciation of its 1.5+ million staff, many of whom were now putting 
their own lives at greater risk. 

 

The idea for a countrywide medical service came from the Beveridge Report, instigated by 
the coalition government during World War II. “Medical treatment covering all requirements 
will be provided for all citizens by a national health service”, is how it was defined, though it 
had to wait until 1948 for its implementation to begin. 

 

It was part of a programme for reconstruction, aiming to eliminate Want, Disease, Ignorance, 
Squalor and Idleness. Sir William Beveridge, who gave his name to the report, was close 
friends with two other social reformers: R H Tawney, and William Temple, who was to 
become Archbishop of Canterbury. Today’s Archbishop, Justin Welby, wrote this about the 
trio: “Drawing on Christian understandings of justice, generosity and human dignity, they 
described the kind of country that they felt reflected God’s values better.”  
 

St Paul couldn’t have thought he was providing a slogan for a welfare state when he wrote, 
“Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the law of Christ”, but that is a neat summary of 
the way the National Health Service works. We all pay in when we can, and we all benefit 
when we need. 
 

One estimate of the cost of the NHS today is £158.4 billion, which in real terms is 10 times as 
much as in 1950. In the meantime, it is no longer completely free for all. Prescription charges 
and dental fees have been introduced. The development of ever-more sophisticated life-
saving drugs and medical procedures will inevitably mean higher costs - and a heightened 
moral dilemma. Must there be further limits to the provision of “medical treatment covering 
all requirements”? 
 

The colossal task of rebuilding a shattered economy in the years to come may compel the 
British people to choose between what is essential and what is optional. The Christian 
principle now sounds particularly demanding: “Bear one another’s burdens and so fulfil the 
law of Christ”. 
 

It was 60 years ago, on 6th July 1960 that Aneurin (‘Nye’) Bevan, Minister of Health (1945-
51) who led the establishment of the National Health Service, died. 
 

 
 
 

I am only one 

I am only one, but I am one. I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do, and what I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do. 

Anon 
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New Archbishop of York to be confirmed 
Bishop Stephen Geoffrey Cottrell will be confirmed as the 98th Archbishop of York this 
month. 
 

The service, at 11am on Thursday 9th July, will be broadcast entirely via video conference 
due to the Coronavirus restrictions.  
 

The service, which had been due to take place in York Minster, will be in two parts. A legal 
ceremony with readings, prayers and music, will be followed by a film marking the start of 
Bishop Stephen’s ministry as Archbishop of York. 
 

Bishop Stephen Cottrell says: “I am looking forward to beginning my ministry as the 98th 
Archbishop of York. This isn’t quite how I imagined it would begin. It is certainly the first time 
an Archbishop’s election will have been confirmed via video conference. But we’re all having 
to re-imagine how we live our lives and how we inhabit the world.  
 

“These are difficult times. My hope is that through this service the love of God that is given 
us in Jesus Christ will shine out, perhaps even to 
those who while never attending a service in York 
Minster, might have a look online. 
 

Following in the footsteps of my many 
predecessors, I look forward to serving our nation 
and bringing the love and peace of Christ to our 
world, especially here in the north.” 
 

The service will be available to view online at 
www.churchofengland.org. Arrangements for 
Bishop Stephen’s enthronement service will be 
announced later in the year.  
 

 

Free national phoneline bringing 
worship and prayer 
Government figures show that 2.5 million people 
aged 75 and above have never used the internet. 
And so, to help them, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Justin Welby, recently launched a free 
national phoneline to bring worship and prayer 

into the homes of those without access to the internet. 
 

Daily Hope, which is available 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 – offers music, prayers, and 
reflections as well as full worship services from the Church of England.  
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A day in the life of… 
 Deputy Churchwarden Jan Pankhurst 
 

Is there such a thing as a typical day for you? If so, what's it like?  
Not really. I am not very good at being in a routine. I do have jobs that I do on specific days 
like Wednesday coffee and volunteering for the food bank and quiet a number of committee 
meetings. I have also started to help with Messy Church and anything else I'm needed for.  
 

How did you end up doing what you do? 
It came as a complete surprise. I was due to attend a reordering meeting at 5.30pm I got an 
email from Jacqueline Brown (Churchwarden) asking me to go at 5.15pm to see herself and 
Kevin. I automatically thought I was in trouble for something, a normal occurrence for me!! 
Instead, I was asked if I would be interested in becoming Deputy Church Warden for the 
Parish Church as Peter Goodwin wanted to retire. Of course, I said yes, and I burst into tears. 
It was a very humbling moment for me, since becoming a Christian I've really turned my life 
around and this was just the icing on the cake. This happened Thursday 12th April 2018. 
 

What motivates you? 
Mainly the feeling of being useful for something. I spent many years in a relationship which 
wasn't very good, and I was made to feel pretty useless. So being put in a managerial role 
really helped my confidence. 
 

What’s the one thing that can make the difference between a good day and a bad one? 
How my bones feel when I wake up! I can say with all honesty that I just love every day that 
God has allowed me to be part of. I always push myself to have a constructive day and help 
people as much as I can. 
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Where’s the most interesting place you’ve been? 
In 2009 I was going to be 60 and wanted a challenge. Where I worked we had a newsletter 
asking people who were interested in climbing to Base Camp at Mt. Everest to apply. It was 
to raise funds for Sue Ryder hospice charity. I applied and was very surprised when I was 
offered a place on the 25 strong team. Then the panic set in, I got myself kitted out with all 
the climbing gear and started walking. I did a lot of my training down at Highcliffe going up 
and down from the castle to the beach, walking on sand made it more difficult. I could talk 
about it forever, as you all know, but now I'll answer the question. 
 

Every step I took walking up that mountain was a huge wow moment. The scenery was 
amazing. We walked over rope bridges with gushing water far below, we saw amazing 
temples and small villages, and people living on a cliff face. We all made it to Base Camp and 
raised £100,000 in total. Apart from having my Son and Daughter it was the most special 
thing I have ever done, just amazing. 
 

How do you relax? 
I find it quite difficult to relax as I am full of nervous energy. I do enjoy reading my bible and 
I still have so much to learn, I’m like a sponge and can't get enough history, which I was really 
bad at when I was at school. I like doing crosswords and knitting. Recently I have started 
walking and really enjoy it, and I am hopefully getting fit at the same time. I can watch too 
much television, but I did manage to remove the one I had in my bedroom recently, which 
makes a lot of difference to my sleep. 
 

Which living person do you most admire and why? 
The Queen. What an amazing woman! At 94 she has served this country so gracefully, never 
putting a foot wrong. I admit I am a huge royalist and the queen mother was another lovely 
person. The Queen always looks immaculate, I would love to see her looking more relaxed 
maybe with a T shirt and a pair of jogging bottoms on? 
 

What is your most treasured possession? 
Each year I receive an AA chip for my sobriety. I am a recovering alcoholic, and haven't had a 
drink for 17 years. I still go to AA meetings; it is important for me to engage with like-minded 
people and try and help others. During the meetings we have shares from others with the 
addiction. A couple of weeks ago I was told about a meeting in Stockbridge, we had a zoom 
meeting where the speaker was a Sister Bea, an Irish alcoholic Nun in her 80's. She was 
hilarious, such great stories with obviously some poignant moments. My bronze coin sits 
beside me on my coffee table to remind me of all that I have achieved since giving up drinking. 
 

What keeps you awake at night? 
I have a very active mind and find it difficult to switch off. Having said that, since I moved into 
my flat, I am sleeping much better. I had been trying to downsize for a while, and I think I just 
feel happier without stairs and a garden to cope with. I still have a communal garden that I 
can sit in, but I don't have to do anything to it!! When my brain will not switch off, since now 
I have no television to switch on, I turn to my bible which is always by my side. 
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What’s the best part of your role? 
Engaging with all my friends on a Sunday morning. I 
just love people and talking. Also being on so many 
committees with some really strong people who have 
been very patient with me asking lots of questions 
about all things church related that I'm still learning.  
I am so grateful to have the love of all my family and 
the church. 
 

I love life and feel very blessed I am here after some 
difficult times in my life. I just thank you all for your 
friendship and love. 

Jan 
 

 

Online book of remembrance opened at St Paul’s 
St Paul’s Cathedral has launched Remember Me, an online book of remembrance for all 
those who have been living in the UK who have died as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
People of all faiths, beliefs or none are invited to contribute to Remember Me.   
 

HRH The Prince of Wales, 
who recorded a video 
message said: “This 
virtual book of 
remembrance is here not 
just to recall our loss and 
sorrow, but also to be 
thankful for everything 
good that those we have 
loved brought into our 
lives.”  
 

Family, friends and carers of those who have died can submit, free of charge, the name, 
photograph, and a short message in honour of a deceased person via the Remember Me 
website. The deceased person must have been living in the UK. Remember Me will be open 
for entries for as long as needed. It is intended that the Remember Me site will become a 
physical memorial at the Cathedral. www.rememberme2020.uk 

 

 
Your worst days are never so bad that you are beyond the reach of God's grace. 

And your best days are never so good that you're beyond the need of God's grace.  
Anon 

 

 

http://www.rememberme2020.uk/
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The Coronavirus, Church & You Survey 
You are invited to take part in this national survey… 
 

The Covid-19 pandemic has obviously had a profound effect on churches. The lockdown has 
severely restricted ministry in areas such as pastoral care, fellowship groups, and serving the 
community. On the other hand, for those with online access, worship has taken on new and 
creative forms over the last few weeks. Many clergy and ministry teams have risen to the 
challenge of operating in the virtual environment.  
 

As we pass the most severe period of lockdown, it seems a good time to assess how 
churchgoers have responded to the experience, and what they think the future might hold. 
How well have people coped with the pandemic? Has it strengthened or weakened their 
faith? How has it been for clergy and ministry teams trying to work in this new environment? 
How have those receiving ministry found this novel experience? Will virtual ministry become 
part of the post-pandemic landscape, and will this be a good move for your church? 
 

We have developed a survey over the last few weeks in discussion with bishops, clergy and 
lay people which we hope will enable you to record your experience of the pandemic, the 
ministry you have given or received, and what you think will happen to churches in a post-
pandemic world.  
 

In an article to launch the survey in the Church Times, the Bishop of Manchester, David 
Walker, wrote: “This survey is an attempt to go beyond anecdote… It will capture evidence 
of both excitement and fears for the future, of where stress levels have changed, and 
whether personal faith has weakened or grown.” 
 

This is an online survey, which we estimate it will take you about 20-30 minutes to complete. 
Most of the questions simply require you to tick boxes, though there are options to specify 
your particular circumstances, and an opportunity at the end for you to tell us your views in 
your own words. Alongside questions about the pandemic and ministry there are sections 
which ask about you: these are important because they will allow us to see how the lockdown 
is affecting different sorts of people in different contexts.  
 

The survey can be completed on mobile phones, though it is more quickly completed on 
devices with larger screens such as tablets or computers. You can access using the following 
link: https://tinyurl.com/ycsq9fy2  
 

Please forward this link to any churches or churchgoers you feel might want to take part in 
the survey and support this research. We should have some initial results within a few weeks 
and will make these available as widely as we can. 
 

The Revd Professor Andrew Village,   The Revd Canon Professor Leslie J. Francis,  
York St John University      Visiting Professor York St John University 
a.village@yorksj.ac.uk  
 



Ringwood Link 23 July 2020 

Be part of a community project to plant 20,000 
trees in and around Ringwood in 2020  
RACE 'Ringwood Actions for Climate Emergency' planted 500 
trees at Poulner Lakes in March and since then we have had very 
little rain. It is very difficult getting mass watering by tankard up 
at that location and so the trees are getting very thirsty now. Can 
you help?   
 

All you need to do is adopt a tree (or a few trees if you visit often). Each tree would love 
two litres of water every 5 days. The ones with ribbons or labels on have already been 
adopted, so if you tie a ribbon on the one(s) you adopt we will all know which ones still 
need help. 
 

You can now purchase vouchers which entitle you to plant five saplings at one of the 
November plantings in the Ringwood area, with a selection of mixed native British tree 
species to choose from. It's the gift that keeps on growing! 

 

Vouchers cost £10 - Choose from: Field Maple, Silver Birch, Hornbeam, Hazel, Hawthorn, 
Beech, Crab Apple, Wild Cherry, Rowan, Golden Willow or Blackthorn. 

 

For more information or to buy a voucher call Mary DeBoos on 07527 425924, or contact 
RACE at ringwoodraceagainsttime@gmail.com. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Available for hire 
 

St John’s Church Hall 
Linford Road, Poulner 

 

One large room 
with excellent kitchen 

 

One smaller room 
with kitchenette 

 

Ideal for meetings, functions, 
parties, etc. 

 

Parking available 
 

Phone 01425 489898 
office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk 

 
Available for hire 

 

Ellingham Church Hall 
 

Well-equipped, 
seating up to 80 people 

 

Large and modern kitchen 
 

Ideal for meetings, functions, 
parties, etc. 

 

Ample parking spaces and use of 
garden area 

 

To make a booking contact 
ehamchurch@gmail.com 

mailto:ringwoodraceagainsttime@gmail.com
mailto:office@ringwoodbenefice.org.uk
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Something for Everyone!  
Due to the restrictions currently in place these groups are not currently taking place. We look 
forward to these resuming when safe to do so.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Church at the Market Plays  
Toddler group for 0-5s & their 
parents/carers 
Thursdays during term time 9.15-11.00am  
Parish Church                            Sue - 474982 

Church Choirs 
 

Join in and worship in song! 
 

Parish Church Sunday 10.30am 
Practice Friday 7.00pm 
Barbara N - 07789 664888 
 

Ellingham Sunday 11.15am 
Practice Monday 4.15pm 
Barbara S - 654071 

Diddy Dunkers 
Toddler group with soft play 
Mondays during term-time 9.00-11.00am 
St John’s Church Hall   Peter J - 477433 
 

Messy Church 
Fun for all the family. 
Crafts, songs,  
bible stories and food! 
 

Last Sunday of every month 4pm-5.30pm 
St John’s Church              Peter J - 477433 
 

First Tuesday of every month 3.30-5.15pm 

Parish Church                Office - 489898 

Reboot AM 
Youth Group for  
10-16 year-olds 
2nd & 4th Sunday of month 
Parish Church 10.30am          489898 

Beginners’ Guitar Club 
Ages 7+, bring your own guitar 
and an adult 
Saturdays during term time 9.20-10am 

Parish Church      Kevin - 473411 

Friends of Ringwood Parish Church 
Help raise funds through social  
events            

 Peter G - 402028 

Wednesday coffees 
Come and meet friends,  
or help to serve 
Parish Church  
9am-12noon                     Marjorie - 470192 

Julian Meeting 
Share a time of silence and peace  
Third Tuesday of the month 
Parish Church Choir Vestry 2pm      489898 

Mothers’ Union 
Supporting family 
life worldwide 
www.mothersunion.org 

2nd Tuesday of the month      Sue - 474982 

Flower arranging 
Keep our churches beautiful 
Eve (St John’s) - 470651 
Office (Parish Church) - 489898 
Patricia (Ellingham) - 473873 

Bell Ringing 
Learn the excitement of ringing  
the big tower bells!                
Wednesday evening practice 
     Emma - 478217 

Study Groups - Learn more about our faith with others in an informal setting      489898 
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Who’s Who 
Clergy, Churchwardens, and Benefice Office listed on page 3 
 
Licensed Lay Ministers 
Mrs Elizabeth Loving          
Mr Peter Jackson  
Mr Derick Potter  
Mr Richard Powell 
Mr Stephen Wood   
Mrs Ruth Freeman                           
Deputy and Assistant Churchwardens 
Mr Kevin Jones (St Peter & St Paul       01425 473411 
Miss Jan Pankhurst (St Peter & St Paul)         
Chris Johnson (St John the Baptist)       01425 511459 
Mr Michael Lingam-Wilgoss (Ellingham)      01425 477373  
Mrs Diana White (Ellingham)    
Mrs Vanessa Linda (Harbridge)             
 

PCC Treasurer     Roger Dewar   01425 483622 
Stewardship Adviser    Matthew Steele  07976 381133 
Electoral Roll Officer       Lin Lloyd   01425 489898 
Mothers’ Union     Sue Brinkman  01425 474982 
Health & Safety Officer    Paul Gray   01425 461341 
Safeguarding Officer    Elizabeth Loving  01425 489898 
Parish Data Controller    Sam Swyer   01425 489898 
The Friends of Ringwood Parish Church Peter Goodwin  01425 402028 
St John’s Hall Bookings    Benefice Office  01425 489898 
Ellingham Hall Bookings    ehamchurch@gmail.com 
Organist & Choir Leader 
 St Peter & St Paul    Gill Tyberg   01425 489898 
 Ellingham & Harbridge   Barbara Strong   01425 654071 
Verger, St Peter & St Paul   Colin Hale   01425 476235 
Verger, St Mary & All Saints   Lindsay Burtenshaw 01202 814698 
Tower Captain     Emma McNally  01425 478217 
 

 
 
Ringwood Link © Ringwood Parochial Church Council 
Editor       Sam Swyer   01425 489898 
Advertising and distribution   Vacant – Please contact us if you can help 
 

Copy deadline 15th of the month preceding publication. 
Additional material by subscription to ‘Parish Pump’ & ‘CartoonChurch’ 

Legal liability is not accepted for any misstatements, errors, or omissions. 
Views expressed are not necessarily those of the publishers or Editor. 

mailto:ehamchurch@gmail.com
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From the Parish Registers 
Funerals - May 2020 
We commend into God’s hands 
4th William "Bill" Drayton aged 82 
5th Josephine Kearl aged 80 
12th Evelyn Cousal aged 88 
27th Mildred “Nancy” Sampson aged 93 
 
It is difficult not being able to go to a funeral, but God is very close to you at this time and 
always. Take a moment wherever you are to think about the person who has died and all 
that they meant to you.  
 

Dear God 
Thank you for [name] and for all they meant to me and to others. 
I so wanted to say goodbye, to be alongside my friends and family. 
Help me to know that you are there, holding all my hopes, holding all I love,  
especially [name] and holding me this day.  
Be close with your peace and hope.  
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Heidi Lund and Rob Goff are here to offer guidance and 
support as Eden Funeral Directors. As a truly 
independent, family run funeral director, we offer help 
to families in Hampshire, Dorset and across the 
New Forest. 
 
We are confident to deliver the very best personalised 
and individual service, providing care and advice 
whenever needed and putting our clients’ needs at the  
very forefront of all we do. 
 

Reach us by telephone 24 hours a day, every day, 
or visit the office 9am - 5pm Monday - Friday. 

Telephone 01425 837080           Email office@edenfuneraldirectors.co.uk 
Rose Cottage, Castleman Way, Ringwood, Hampshire BH24 3BA 

There is a Book of Remembrance in Ringwood Parish Church. 

If you would like the name of a loved one entered in the book, please 
contact the office, or pick up a form in church. 

mailto:office@edenfuneraldirectors.co.uk
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We look forward to seeing you at  

MARKET DAY COFFEES 
in the Parish Church soon! 

 
 
 

MILLERS ANTIQUES 
 

Netherbrook House 
86 Christchurch Road 
Ringwood BH24 1DR 

Telephone: 01425 472062 
mail@millers-antiques.co.uk 

www.millers-antiques.co.uk 
 

Large stocks of antiques and accessories 
displayed in extensive Georgian showrooms 

Furniture restoration undertaken 
Member of LAPADA 

 

http://www.millers-antiques.co.uk/

